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Important Dates to 

Remember 

 

 2/1Presentation Liturgy  

  2/11 Meatfare 

 2/18 Forgiveness Sunday  

 2/19-22 Cannon of St. Andrew 

 2/23 Pre-Sanctified 

 2/25 Sunday of Orthodoxy 

 2/28 Pre-Sanctified 

The stage is set.  The battle lines 

have been drawn out.  The prepa-

ration is now complete.  Beginning 

this month, we fight the battle 

against our fallen human nature…

Great Lent is where we go to war 

with the devil.  This war is not 

something to be taken lightly.  The 

fight is real and affects our lives on 

so many different levels.    

 

The priest is remind-

ed of this reality 

every time he puts 

on his vestments:  

The prayer that is 

said every time he 

puts on his cuffs reads:  

“Thy right hand O Lord is glori-

fied in strength, Thy right hand O 

Lord has shattered Thine enemies, 

and in the multitude of Thy Glory 

has Thou crushed thine adver-

saries.”   

 

Like the priestly armor, the Church 

has been slowly preparing us for 

battle these past few weeks.  We 

began with hearing from the Gos-

pel of Luke, and the story of a short 

tax collector named Zacchaeus, 

who had an effort and a desire to 

see Christ, and to change his life.  

The following week, we were 

shown how important the armor of 

humility is, 

when we read 

about the Pub-

lican and the 

Pharisee.  Be-

ginning this 

month, we will 

be hearing about the Prodigal Son’s 

return to the father…a parable 

which urges us to realize our weak-

nesses and take action by returning 

to the Father, no matter how many 

times we have abandoned Him.  

And finally, on the first day of 

Great Lent, we will be reminded 

The Battle Begins 
A Message from Fr. Gabriel 

“Thy right hand O Lord is glorified in 

strength, Thy right hand O Lord has 

shattered Thine enemies, and in the 

multitude of Thy Glory has Thou 

crushed thine adversaries.”  

January in Review:  

 Matthew 25: Delivered 60+ blankets to Cancer Patients in Gene-

see County and raised money for FARR (Fenton Area Resource 

Referral)  

 As is our annual tradition we blessed the Shiawassee River the 

Sunday following Theophany, the Liturgy included not only the 

installation of our parish council but we also welcomed Bob For-

syth into the Catechumenate of the Orthodox Church. 



This Month’s Scripture 

Readings 

Sunday, February 4th: 

1 Peter 2:21-3:9 

Mark 12: 13-17 

Sunday, February11th: 

Mark 16:9-20 

1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2 

Matthew 25:31-46 

Sunday, February 18tt: 

Luke 24:1-12 

Romans 13:11-14:4 

Matthew 6:14-21 

Sunday, February 25th: 

Luke 24: 12-35 

Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-12-2 

John 1:43-51 

Pray for our sick and suffering brothers and sisters. 

His Beatitude Metropolitan 

Theodosius 

His Beatitude Metropolitan 
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John 

Anne 

Katherine 

Anastasia 

Alex 

Elaine 

Solome 

Bill 

Carol 

Anne 

Carolyn 

Barbara 

Manuela 

Frankie 

John 
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Doug 

Prayer Life 

Armed Forces Recently Departed this Life Catechumens Mother’s Child 

Matthew Beck - Air Force 

Michael Oginsky - U.S. Marines 

Patrick Tejkl - U.S. Marines 

Lindsey Cazatt - U.S. Navy 

Stephanie Bishop - U.S. Navy 

Jason Wilburn - Army Rangers 

Alex Suriano - Air National 

Guard 

Dallas Watson - U.S. Air Force 

Seraphim Lazar– Watson - U.S. 

Air Force 

Grace 

Rosealie 

Patricia 

Barbara 

Roland Drummond 

Lori Drummond 

Robert Forsyth 

Sara Shephard 

Ann Owens 

Kristen Jakubus 

Amanda Kothamdapani 

Shannon 
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The Battle Begins continued: 

Matthew 25, that unlike Christ, we  must rely on each 

other for strength if we are to take on the sins of the 

world on the battle field.     

 

Of course, we are reminded every day that fighting 

these battles is not easy.  Many times, especially 

when we are enduring extra attacks during the Great 

and Holy Fast, we will no doubt fall on the battlefield.  

But we thank God each and every day, that we have 

the Church, our hospital and haven for those who are 

sick with sin, and wish to be made better.  Just as on 

any battlefield, when one of the troops is injured, 

they go to the hospital to be rejuvenated before they 

continue in the battle.  This is vital to understand, my 

dearest brothers and sisters in Christ!  I promise you 

that you will get nothing out of the holiest time of the 

year, if you only come to the Sunday Services!  The 

Lenten season is full of incredibly deep moments of 

worship (like the Canon of St. Andrew of Crete which 

we will sing during the first week) that is full of heal-

ing, for those who are making an effort to draw closer 

to Christ!   

So as we begin the Lenten Season, let us make it a 

point to prepare ourselves for battle.  And as the fall-

en world and it’s demons slowly start to beat us 

down, let us continue to strengthen ourselves with 

prayer, fasting, a dedication to the Holy Scriptures, 

and a prayerful attendance to all of the Divine Ser-

vices, so that we can reach Holy Pascha completely 

rejuvenated in our journey towards Christ.  

Lenten Fasting 
Question: 

Why do we fast, and from what do we fast, before Pascha? 

Answer: 

We fast before the Feast of Feasts, the Resurrection of Christ, to prepare ourselves for the celebration of Our 
Lord’s eternal victory over sin, corruption, and death, and in anticipation of our own resurrection. Hence, 



Great Lent is a time of preparation, during which we 

focus on and anticipate the resurrection of Our Savior 
by fasting, prayer, and almsgiving. 

When we fast, we “shift our focus” from ourselves to 
God and others, spending less time worrying about 
what to eat, when to eat, how much to eat, and so on 
in order to use our time in increased prayer and caring 
for the poor. We learn through fasting that we indeed 
can gain control over those things that we too often 
allow to control us—and for many people, food is a 
controlling factor. [We live in the only society in which 

an entire TV network is devoted to food!] While 
fasting from food, however, we are also challenged to 
fast from sin, from gossip, from jealousy, from anger, 
and from those other things which, while well within 
our control, we all too often allow to control us. 

Further, just as we would refrain from eating a lot be-
fore going to an expensive restaurant for dinner—if 
we “ruin our appetite” we will hardly enjoy our din-
ner—so too we fast before Holy Pascha in order to 
more fully feast and celebrate on the Feast itself. 

During the Great Fast—and all lenten seasons—we 

are called upon to refrain from meat, dairy, fish, wine, 

and olive oil. At the same time, we are challenged, 

within this framework, to fast to the best of our abil-

ity, and to do so consistently. If we must modify the 

extent to which we fast within this framework, it is of 

course possible, but in every instance our fasting 

should be consistent and regular, for Christ does not 

see fasting as an option, but as a “must.” In the Gos-

pel of Saint Matthew, Our Lord says, “WHEN you fast, 

do not be like the hypocrites,” not “IF you fast” or “IF 

YOU CHOOSE to fast.” 

Continued Lenten Fasting 

Memory Eternal to All Unborn Infants 

On January 21st, Sanctity of Life Sunday, the faithful 

of St. Mary Magdalene gathered together after Di-

vine Liturgy to offer their prayers to all unborn in-

fants, not only in our parish family, but throughout 

the world departed this life. The service was a very 

powerful reminder that all life begins at conception, 

and is precious in the sight of the Lord. May God 

continue to grant all those families who are grieving 

continued mercy and the strength to see his will in 

all things. Memory Eternal. Christ is Risen! 



Monthly Forecast 

Pan– Orthodox Pre-Sanctified Liturgy: 

It is important during our Lenten journeys to come 

together as one big Orthodox family. We will have 

several combined Pan-Orthodox Pre-Sanctified Litur-

gies. See the attached flyers for dates, times and loca-

tions. 

Presentation of Our Lord into the Temple: 

There will be a combined Vesperal Liturgy for the 

Presentation of our Lord at Holy Assumption at 

6:00pm on Thursday, February 1st 

Lenten Retreat: 

March 2nd & 3rd we will have a Pan-Orthodox Lenten 

Retreat lead by Fr. Josiah Trenham. Please mark these 

dates on your calendars, more information will be 

coming soon. 

Meatfare Sunday: 

Meat Fest Luncheon and Monthly Agape meal will be 

Sunday, February 11th. This will be our last time be-

fore Pascha to enjoy meat products. Please bring a 

prepared dish to pass and enjoy fellowship as we en-

ter Great Lent. Remember we are peanut free. 

Forgiveness Sunday: 

On Sunday, February 18th Divine Liturgy will begin at 

9:50am followed by Forgiveness Vespers. This beauti-

ful tradition of seeking forgiveness is the perfect way 

to begin our Lenten Journey.  

Mortgage Initiative  

For the month a January a payment of $2,230 was 

made toward the principal bringing the balance to 

$227,800. Our next big fundraiser will be the Ethnic 

Dinner Dance in conjunction with the Diocesan Con-

ference on Saturday, June 30th. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Cannon of St. Andrew: 

Monday, February 19th through Thursday, February  

22 we will be celebrating the Cannon of St. Andrew 

each night at 6:30pm.  This is one of the most  peni-

tential and beautiful services in the Orthodox Church.  

Do NOT miss it! 

Pre-Sanctified Liturgies: 

The first two Pre-Sanctified Liturgies of the Lenten 

Season will be on Friday, February 23rd at 6:30 pm 

and Combined on Wednesday, February 28th 6 pm at 

St. Nicholas 

Sunday of Orthodoxy: 

Sunday, February 25th will be Divine Liturgy and Pro-

cession with Icons. Please bring your favorite Icon to 

the church for the celebration.  





"For I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was a stranger and you took me in, 

I was in prison and you came to me, 

I was sick and you visited me, I 

 was naked and  you clothed me.” 

“… I was naked and you clothed me…” 

This month we will be working with St. John’s in Fenton with their St. Gabriel Project. The St. Gabriel 

Project helps pregnant women, who choose life for her unborn child, with basic needs. 

We will be collecting baby wipes, newborn diapers, receiving blankets, newborn & toddler socks and 

gift cards to Babies R Us are welcome. 

Compassion in Action—CiA 

Do you want to learn how to share 

the love of Christ with a complete 

stranger by simply listening?  Have 

you ever wondered how your mere 

presence can be a blessing to some-

one?  If so, then the CiA is the group 

for you!   

Calling everyone interested in partici-

pating in the Compassion in Action 

(CiA) ministry.  I would like to have a 

meeting in the near future to talk 

about plans for another visit to the St. 

Michael's Warming Center, as well as 

other ministry opportunities.  Please 

contact Dcn. Michael Schlaack if you 

are interested in participating in this 

ministry: 

schlaackm@sbcglobal.net 

 

Holy Dormition Monastery Dinner 

The 6th Annual Dormition Monastery Charity Dinner was another 

great success!  This year's event was hosted on January 18 by As-

sumption Greek Orthodox Church in Grand Blanc, who also pro-

vided the main course of a delicious meal.  The parishes of St. 

George, St. Nicholas and St. Mary Magdalene all pitches in to pro-

vide the hors d'oeuvre, deserts and drinks.  The theme of the 

evening's program was "Stillness," with guest speakers Fr. Gabriel 

Bilas (rector, St. Mary Magdalene), Fr. Angelo Maggos (rector, 

Assumption) and Fr. John Konkle (rector, Holy Dormition Monas-

tery) providing the audience with their unique insight into this 

critical aspect of the Orthodox Christian faith.  Mother Abbetess 

Gabrielle provided the closing remarks and prayer for the night, 

and Fr. Anthony Strouse of Pius X parish gave the closing blessing. 

This years event drew 166 participants and brought in over 

$7,500.00, including over $1,200.00 from the monastery gift shop 

that was set up for the event by the Dormition sisterhood.  Every-

one was treated to a wonderful evening of good food and fellow-

ship with the other parishes in the Flint, MI, area, as well as the 

opportunity to meet the sisters of the monastery. 

A big "Thank you" goes out to everyone who helped to make this 

event such a great success.  A special thanks to the members of 

St. Mary Magdalene who attended, assisted and provided dona-

tions to help make this a memorable evening!  I hope to see eve-

ryone again next year. 



Important Church School 

Dates to Remember: 

February 11th: Bake Sale 

February 18th: NO CLASSES—

Forgiveness Sunday 

April 8th: PASCHA 

April 15th: Shortened Lesson & 

Easter egg hunt 

May 6th: End of Year Celebra-

tion & Graduation 

This month’s topics: 

February 4th: King Solomon 

February 11th: Proverbs 

February 18th: NO Class 

February 25th: Elijah 

 

Coming up this month is a bake sale to benefit the 

Church School Program. We hope that all parents and 

teachers will sign-up to bring goodies. The bake sale 

will be held on Sunday, February 11th during coffee 

hour. If you are willing to work the bake sale table, 

please let Matushka Laura know. Remember bake 

sale items should be peanut free. 

 

We still need a second person 

to help teach the  Preschool Class. 

2017-18 Church School 

Volunteer Assignments 

Coordinator: Jennie Otis 

Ages 3-5: Mat. Laura, Tammy Arnes 

Ages 6-9: David Welch, Chris Ballnik, Cindy Welch 

(Back up) Renea Becklehhamer (Fill-in) 

Ages 10-12: Renee Auxier, Christine Auxier 

Teen Group: Sbdn. Andrew Durand, Meghan Durand, 

Sharon Watson 

Upper High School & OCF: Fr. Garbriel & Dn. Michael  

Child Care: Tammy Arnes, Joyce Ballnik, Renea Beck-

lehamer, Elaine Boucher, Terri Oginsky, Joe Suriano 

 



ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (OCF) is the official campus ministry organization 

of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America. 

Prayers for our college students:  

Greg Auxier, 

Nathaniel Auxier, 

Katherine Arnes 

Elisabeth Dalbo 

Gabrielle Royer 

David Schutt 

Katherine Schutt 

Oliver Lazar Senter 

Elena Bucciarelli 

Emmanuel Watson 

Zachary Wilkinson 

Douglas Wilkinson 

Laura Khoury 

Rachael Hildreth 

Flint OCF: 

This month the OCF only met twice. Thanks to a generous supporter, we were able to send several of 

our students to the Dormition dinner for free. While there, we even got to meet the students from MSUs 

OCF chapter. We will organize a joint meeting with our chapters in the coming months! Then on Janu-

ary 19th, the Flint OCF met at St. George where Fr. Joe talked about the Holy Land. We had a large turn-

out and a great group discussion!  

Prayer of a Student 

Christ my Lord, the Giver of light and wisdom, who opened the eyes of 

the blind man and transformed the fishermen into wise heralds and 

teachers of the gospel through the coming of the Holy Spirit, shine also in 

my mind the light of the grace of the Holy Spirit. Grant me discernment, 

understanding and wisdom in learning. Enable me to complete my as-

signments and to abound in every good work, for to You I give honor and 

glory. Amen. 

 

Prayers Before Study 

Most blessed Lord, send the grace of Your Holy Spirit on me to strength-

en me that I may learn well the subject I am about to study and by it be-

come a better person for Your glory, the comfort of my family and the 

benefit of Your Church and our Nation. Amen  

 

Christ, the true light, who enlightens and sanctifies every person coming 

into the world, let the light of Your countenance shine upon me (us) that 

I (we) may see Your unapproachable light; and guide my (our) steps in 

the way of Your commandments, through the intercessions of Your all-

holy Mother and of all the Saints. Amen. 

 

Prayer After Study 

I thank You, Lord our God, that again on this occasion You have opened 

my eyes to the light of Your wisdom. You have gladdened my heart with 

the knowledge of truth. I entreat You, Lord, help me always to do Your 

will. Bless my soul and body, my words and deeds. Enable me to grow in 

grace, virtue and good habits, that Your name may be glorified, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 



Adult Education 

Small Compline 

Mentanoia (Orthodoxy 101)  

6pm 

Wednesday, February 7th –Holy Unction, and the Orthodox View on  

     Suffering 

Wednesday, February 14th– They Mystery of Death and 

                   The Funeral Service 





Recommended Reading 

“Great Lent; Journey to Pascha” 

By Fr. Alexander Schmemann 

 

This revised edition of Father Alexander Schmemann's Lenten classic ex-

amines the meaning of Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts, the Prayer of St Ephraim the Syri-

an, the Canon of St Andrew of Crete and other neglected or mis-

understood treasures of Lenten worship. Schmemann draws on 

the Church's sacramental and liturgical tradition to suggest the 

meaning of Lent in our life. The Lenten season is meant to kindle 

a 'bright sadness' within our hearts. Its aim is precisely the re-

membrance of Christ, a longing for a relationship with God that 

has been lost. Lent offers the time and place for recovery of this 

relationship. The darkness of Lent allows the flame of the Holy 

Spirit to burn within our hearts until we are led to the brilliance 

of the Resurrection.  



THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY! 

Coffee Hour Volunteers Parish Greeters Epistle Readers 

February 4th:  

Joe & Christine Suriano 

February 11th: (Meat Fare) 

David & Cindy Welch 

February 18th: (Cheese Fare) 

Steve & Sue Walton 

February 25th: (fasting) 

John & Janet Wiese 

February 4th:  

David & Cindy Welch 

February 11th: 

Pat 

February 18th:  

Steve & Sue Walton 

February 25th:  

Scott & Tina Shepherd 

February 4th: Sbdn. Paul Hil-

dreth & Janet Wiese 

February 11th:  Jennifer Otis 

& Rdr John Auxier 

February 18th: Sue Waton & 

Sbdn Paul Hildreth 

February 25th:  Sbdn Andrew 

Durand & Jennifer Otis 

Wishing you many blessed years! 

Happy Birthday 

 
 1 - Matthias Suriano 

 5– Fr. Gabriel Bilas 

 6 - Niki Naum 

 12 - Noah Bilas 

 14 - Diaconitza Susan Schlaack 

 14 - Emmanuel Lazar– Watson 

 19 - Andrew Auxier 

 20 - Emmett Ballnik 

 21 - Nyomi Forsyth 

 23 - Phillip Moorman 

 23 - Nicole Onderchanin 

 23 - Benjamin Wilkinson 

 27 - Taisa Czubenko 

Happy Anniversary 

 
 Andy & Rebekah Humphreys 

 Andy & Lynne Marko 










