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From Unimaginable Evil to 

Indescribable Glory 
A message from Fr. Gabriel  

L 
ater this month, whether we will be celebrating together in the 
Church or separately in our own homes, the entire world will be a 
witness to an unimaginable evil, followed by an indescribable tri-
umph of Glory!  It is during the most sacred time of the year, Holy 

Week, where we all will journey with our Lord towards Golgotha and witness The Creator of all endure betrayal, tor-
ture, and crucifixion out of His love for mankind.  Then, after three days in the tomb, the darkness turns to light, as 
we celebrate the Glory of the Resurrection on Great and Holy Pascha! 

 When we take a step back and look at Holy Week, we see this reoccurring theme that has manifested itself in 
our own day and age.  Glory, no matter how much evil is brought into its midst…always Triumphs.  We don’t need 
to look far to see proof of this reality!   

 Three years ago on Palm Sunday, as joy was reigning through a Coptic Church in Egypt, we watched in horror 
as a suicide bomber brought death and unbelievable sorrow which shook the Christian World.  The images and the 
stories were enough to drag someone down to their lowest low.  Yet despite the evil…despite all of the threats 
against the lives of the Christians who were living there…Holy Week and Pascha that year had record attendance in 
Egypt.  On Pascha Night, they shouted with loud shouts of joy, that despite the darkness was brought against them: 
Glory Triumphs and Christ is Risen! 

 Last year, during Holy Week for our brothers and sisters in the West, the world witnessed the tragedy of one 
of the oldest Catholic Churches in the world smoldering in the midst of Paris.  Notre Dame, that beautiful Cathedral 
that holds so much history and is home to incredible relics (including the crown of thorns that Christ wore on His 
way to Golgotha), was seen burning to the ground.  Anyone who followed this tragedy on the news or on the inter-
net saw the evil come out of the woodwork.  Numerous comments from our brothers and sisters who lead lives 
shrouded in the midst of darkness, jeering at the weeping Parisians, and asking the same question that the Jews 
asked when they saw Christ on the Cross: “Where is Your God now?”   

 It was only a short time after that we began to see the answer to that very question, as footage began to 
come out of the thousands of faithful throughout the entire city of Paris, with the cathedral burning to the ground, 
singing with incredible beautify “Ave Maria”, and asking our Mother to protect not just the building of the Cathedral, 
but to also look after the Living Body of the Church. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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 Today, we face a new kind of evil, one that has manifested itself in the form of a virus that has spread 
throughout the world.  Every one of us has faced some sort of internal persecution that has come from either taking 
care of the sick, dealing with the “new normal” of social distancing, and not being able to regularly receive the life-
giving sacraments.  Unlike the tragedies that have befallen Christians during the last three years of Holy Weeks, we 
do not yet know all of the triumphs and glories that will come from this tremendous trial.  But, we remember how 
our Lord, while He was still walking amidst the world, said these prophetic words which still reign true today: “In the 
world, you will have tribulation…but be of good cheer…I am overcome the world”.  

 Brothers and Sisters in Christ, once again, we are going to see Glory Triumph in the midst of evil later on this 
month.  On Palm Sunday, the joys of Jerusalem will reign!  Sunday night, the lights go out, and we all begin our jour-
ney with Christ as He is led to Golgotha.  After His crucifixion, the world will shake their heads, cast lots for His pos-
sessions, and ask that question that we hear so often from the unbelievers in the midst of this pandemic:  “Where is 
your God now?  If He was all powerful…let Him come down from the Cross!”  But, despite all of the wickedness, de-
spite the hate, despite the internal persecution, we take heart and are filled with the sure hope of the joy and tri-
umph that is to come.    

 

Keep Calm my dear ones…Pascha is coming! 

(Continued from page 2) 
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WWWISHINGISHINGISHING   YOUYOUYOU   MANYMANYMANY   BLESSEDBLESSEDBLESSED   YEARSYEARSYEARS!!!   
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 

 4– Elizabeth Ziats & Rachael Hildreth 

 13– Inna Bondira 

 14– Jonathan Wilkinson 

 16= John Wold & Mia Jonascu 

 17– Tina Shepherd 

 22– Brian Arnes 

 25– John Tyrell 

 26– Sbdn. Robert Lanterman & George Jonascu 

 27– Inna Walls 

 30– Adelaide Lantrman 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
 

 12– William & Sharon Watson 

 16– Alex & Anastasia Branoff 

 16– Richard & Liz ZIats 
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Prayer Life 

Pray for our sick an d suffering brothers and sisters 

Metropolitan Theodosius 

Metropolitan Herman 

Archpriest Stephen 

Vinne 

Anastasia 

Alex 

Elaine 

Perpetua 

Carol 

Katelyn 

Frankie 

Thom 

Damian 

Stacie 

Caolyn 

Megan 

Lon 

Ella 

Noah 

Elnora 

Peter 

Calvin 

David 

Michael 

Jenna 

Carol 

Melissa 

Susan 

Renee 

Josh 

Paul 

Shari 

William 

Jessica 

Kevin 

Jennifer 

Hannah 

Ethan 

Sharon 

Sophia 

Theresa 

Kristen 

David 

Mia 

Elizabeth 

Andrew 

Mat. Laura 

Brion 

Armed Forces 

Matthew Beck; Air Force 

Michael Oginsky; U.S. Marines 

Patrick Tejkl; U.S. Marines 

Lindsey Cazatt; U.S. Navy 

Stephany Bishop; U.S. Navy 

Jason Wilburn; Army Rangers 

Alex Suriano; Air National 

Guard 

Dallas Watson; Air Force 

Bradley Grimes,  

Seaphim Lazar-Watson; Air 

Force 

Recently Departed 

Grace 

Catechumens 

John 

Karem 

Asher 

Miriam 

Elliott 

Alyssa 

William 

Anthony 

Mother’s With 

Child 

Christine 

Renee 

This Month’s 

 Sunday Scripture 

 Readings 

 
April 5th: St. Mary of Egypt 

 John 20:13-31 

Galatians 3:23-29 

Luke 7:36-50 

Hebrews 9:11-14 

Mark 10:32-45 

April 12th: Entry of our Lord 

into Jerusalem, Palm Sunday 

 Matthew 21:1-11, 15-17 

Philippians 4:4-9 

John 12:1-18 

April 19th: GREAT AND HOLY 

PASCHA 

Acts 1:1-9 

John 1:1-17 

April: 26th: St. Thomas Sunday 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Acts 5:12-20 

John 20:19-31 
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Our Thoughts Determine Our Lives: The Life and Teachings of 
Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica 

 

Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica was one of the most renowned spiritual guides of Serbia in the 

twentieth century. As a novice he lived in obedience to Elder Am-

brose of Miljkovo Monastery, a disciple of the Optina Elders. 

From him Fr. Thaddeus learned the Prayer of the Heart and the 

selfless love that came to characterize his whole ministry to the 

suffering Serbian people. Born in 1914, Elder Thaddeus lived 

through all the suffering endured by Serbia in the twentieth cen-

tury. Over the course of two World Wars, during the Communist 

takeover, and through the NATO bombings of 1999, he co-

suffered with his people. He taught, counseled, and prayed for all 

who came to him in pain and sorrow. His words of love and hope 

provided spiritual balm for people from all classes of society. In 

2002 Elder Thaddeus reposed, leaving behind a large collection of 

his teachings, preserved by his faithful spiritual children. His life, 

teachings, and spiritual conversations 

are here presented for the first time in 
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Lenten Pray of St. Ephrem 

“OH LORD AND MASTER OF MY LIFE, TAKE 
FROM ME THE SPIRIT OF SLOTH, DESPARE , 

LUST OF POWER AND IDLE TALK… 

… BUT GIVE RATHER THE SPRITY OF CHAS-
TITY, HUMILITY, PATIENCE AND LOVE TO 

THEY SERVANT. 

YEA, O LORD AND KING, GRANT ME TO SEE 
MY OWN TRANSGRESSIONS AND NOT TO 
JUDGE MY BROTHER FOR BLESSED ARE 
THOUGH, UNTO AGES OF AGES. AMEN” 

St. Mary Magdalene Orthodox Church—Fenton, Michigan 
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