
  

Fr. Gabriel Bilas, Rector 

Office: 810-750-1401 

Church Email: SMMOCAFenton@gmail.com 

Father’s Email: frgabrielsmm@gmail.com 

2439 S. Long Lake Rd, Fenton, MI 48430 

http://www.st-marymagdalene.org 

Office Hours*: 

Monday 10:00am-3:00pm 

Wednesday 10:00am-3:00pm 

Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

*or by appointment  

August 2021 



2 

Important Dates 
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In August, we celebrate perhaps my favorite feast of the Year (behind just Christmas and 
Pascha), the Holy Transfiguration of our Lord!  On August 6th, we get a taste of the Kingdom! 

The Transfiguration wasn’t just some small miracle or a footnote in the earthly ministry of our 
Lord.  It is, rather, the very center of our salvation.  In this feast, our future is revealed to us and our 
destiny as Christians is shown to us.  That common future that all those who are moving towards 
Christ are called to share is revealed on Mt. Tabor.   

One of the truly beautiful teachings in Orthodoxy, is that this Glory…this Kingdom of Heaven…is 
something that we can experience in this life.  Even today, it is possible with us to reflect and be 
engulfed by what many Fathers and Mothers of the Church call “The Light of Tabor”; the Energies of 
God entering into our very being, bringing indescribable heavenly joy. 

The way to get there is given to us in the Gospel of Luke.  There are three short words in the 
Transfiguration account that describe this process that the Church calls “Theosis”, or a “union with 
God”.  Jesus went up to the mountain…and “as He prayed…the appearance of His face was altered…
and His robe became white and glistening”.   

Our Lord is teaching us something very fundamental and basic.  You want the Kingdom?  Do you 
want your own Transfiguration by Grace?  Do you desire your Own Sight and The Peace of God?  Be 
assured that it is coming to you…BY PRAYER.   

Personal Transfiguration, reflecting the Glory of God, isn’t some fairytale that we read to our 
Children.  It is a reality.  One of the ways that I have been trying to warm my heart during these past 
several months, is to read more of the lives of the Saints.  I cannot tell you how many real examples 
we have of people that witnessed this same Divine Light emanating from Holy Men and Women 
while they were in prayer.   

Perhaps one of the more famous ones that many of you have read in classes with me, is the 
story of Motovilov, sitting in the woods and having a conversation with St. Seraphim of Sarov, who 
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while He was praying, became too bright for Motovilov to look at Him!  The Divine Light shone all around the forest where they were sitting, 
and enveloped both the Saint and Motovilov.  They just sat in the midst of the snow, basking in the radiance. 

When St. Seraphim asked Motovilov how he felt, he responded with words like: “indescribably calm…extraordinary sweetness…
extraordinary joy….extraordinary warmth…and the smell, like nothing on earth that could match this fragrance.”  Those of you who have 
been in the presence of Holiness at a weeping Icon know what smell this is! 

St. Seraphim is but one example.  Saint Paisios, a wonderful Saint of our own lifetimes, called these moments: “Sweet Candies from 
God’s Pastry Shop!”  There is a wonderful story written by a young man who travelled the world looking for answers to deep spiritual ques-
tions.  His travels once took him into the presence of Saint Paisios, who showed him first hand what holiness feels like:   

“As we reached the gate, I was again in a spiritual state of watchful inebriation.  Looking down at me from his yard, the Elder started 
making jokes about “God’s Pastry Shop.”  I felt so joyful…it was even embarrassing.  I didn’t want to leave his presence… 

The elder then placed his hands on my head and momentarily lifted up his eyes to heaven.  I was flooded by a spiritual torrent. I felt such 
a fullness of light and life…of peace and joy…that it took my breath away.  Words are insufficient to express what I felt…it was beyond all 
measurement and comparison…” 

I think that sometimes, we fall into this trap of thinking that our faith is a kind of Western Moralism.  “Do the Right thing, don’t sin…pray 
every once in a while…and you will get into heaven.”  But there is a depth of our faith and our relationship with God that goes SO MUCH 
deeper than that.  There are spiritual aspects of our nature that we simply don’t make the time for in our busy secular lives.  There is a real 
connection that can be made with God…something indescribable and beyond any joy that we can receive from the material world.  This taste 
of heaven, which is brought on by prayer, is shown to us at the Feast of the Transfiguration.   The joys of the Kingdom are available to us right 
here and right now, if we only decide to start walking the path towards that eternal blessedness.   

Until we get to that moment, and while we are practicing our own prayer, may we all continue to be inspired by both the Lives of the 
Saints, and by the Holy Feasts like Transfiguration, which are there to remind us that we too are destined for indescribable Joy that can only 
be found in the arms of God.   

Wishing many blessed years in His service to the newly ordained Subdeacon John Auxier and his 

family!! Subdeacon John was brought into the subdeaconate on the 

Feast of St. Mary Magdalene on July 22nd by Archbishop Alexander 
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Month in Review 
July saw a flurry of activity, highlighted of course by our first ever 
St. Mary Magdalene Week!  We began with a huge kayak bless-

ing, shared meal, and a trip down the Shiawassee River with over 
48 kayaks and canoes!  It was amazing to see the flurry of color 

on the river and the lake as we made our way to Linden!  We also 
welcomed His Eminence Archbishop Alexander for our patronal 
feast day, before ending the week with our 5th annual First Re-

sponder's Blessing!  It was truly a week to remember!  Thank you 
to everyone who helped to make it possible!!! 

August 1st: 

Romans 12:6-14 

Matthew 9:1-8 

 

August 8th: 

Romans 14:1-5 

Matthew 9:27-35 

 

August 15th: 

Philippians 2:5-11  

Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28 

 

August 22nd: 

1 Corinthians 3:9-17 

Matthew 14:22-34 

 

August 29th: 

1 Corinthians 4:9-16 

Matthew 17: 14-23 

This Month’s  Sunday 

Scripture Readings 

Recommended Reading 
(Available in the Kiosk for $20 each) 

 
“Eternity in the Moment; The Life and Wisdom of El-
der Arsenie Papacioc 

by Sorin Alpetri 
 
Elder Arsenie (Papacioc) of Romania (1914–2011) was a witness of 
the eternal truth of Christ, given by God to contemporary man. A 
man of deep prayer, he also possessed experiential knowledge of 
the ways of the world. Before going to the monastery, he had been 
a gifted athlete, a talented sculptor, a soldier, a mayor, and a pris-
oner of the Romanian Communist regime. Prison became a spiritu-
al academy for him, and after his release he dedicated his life to 
God as a monastic. For the next six decades he would labor as a 
monk—in prison and out of prison. He became a beloved spiritual 
father, counseling the nuns of the Techirghiol Monastery and the 
multitude of faithful who flocked to his monastic cell. Drawing on 
his knowledge of the spiritual life and the workings of the world, 
he was able to guide people to a life in Christ, marked by activity, 
not philosophizing and speculation. Every endeavor of his life was 
characterized by an intensity of purpose and an uncompromising 
confession of the truth: a knowledge that within each moment we 
make our choice for eternity. During his long years in prison, he 
had profound experiences of grace, which helped him realize the 
power of suffering and sacrifice for Christ. As he himself said, “We 
must sacrifice not what we have, but what we are.” This compre-
hensive biography, compiled from the elder’s own words, the rec-
ollections of his spiritual children, and the 3,500 pages of files kept 
by the Romanian secret police, includes many of Fr. Arsenie’s coun-
sels and spiritual maxims. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 2 Charles Owens 

 4 Julie Yonan 

 10 Eliana Rice 

 16 Reader Tom Chiatalas 

 17 Elaine Gejoff 

 18 William Watson 

 19 Issac Dollins 

 21 Tammy Arnes & Daniel Suriano 

 25 Seraphim Pardee 

 27 Adam Cody 

 28 Stephen Walton 

 31 Blaine Forsyth 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 

 2 Doug & Renee Wilkinson 

 15 Stephen & Sue Walton 

 16 Reader Nathaniel & Amanda Auxier 

 17 Doug & Melissa Auxier 

 17 Michael & Anne Khoury 

The Church Office and Sanctuary will now be open from 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday for private prayer and reflection, phone inquiries, deliveries, or for setting an appointment with Fr. Gabriel. 

Office Hours 

PARISH LENDING LIBRARY 

Don’t forget  to turn off the T.V. and  to utilize our wonderful parish lending library to help feed your spiritual 

growth . Simply sign-out the book you are borrowing on the sheet next to the bookshelf in the Parish Education Cen-

ter. The parish lending library can be accessed Sunday after Liturgy or during office hours.  

The Library covers the following topics and MORE! 

 Introduction to Orthodoxy, Orthodox Theology, Patristics, Spiritual Study, Children’s Books, Service Books,       

Orthodox Living & Prayer, Orthodox Ethics, Church History, Lives of the Saints, Liturgical Theology 

 

Dormition fast begins August 1st 

Prayers for our new Catechumens. 

 

Remember Vince, Carol, Timothy, Jacob and Mary Ellen 

in your prayers as they prepare for illumination.  
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Prayer Life 

Pray for our sick an d suffering brothers and sisters 

Armed Forces 

Matthew Beck; Air Force 

Michael Oginsky; U.S. 

Marines 

Patrick Tejkl; U.S. Ma-

rines 

Lindsey Cazatt; U.S. Navy 

Stephany Bishop; U.S. 

Navy 

Jason Wilburn; Army 

Rangers 

Alex Suriano; Air National 

Guard 

Armed Forces 

Cont. 

Dallas Watson; Air Force 

Stephen Bondaria– Coast 

Guard Lieutenant Com-

mander 

Sarah Tyler—U.S. Air 

Force 

Catechumens 

Alyssa 

William 

Anastasia 

David 

Emily 

Vince 

Carol 

Jacob 

Mary Ellen 

Timothy 

Anniversary of Parish 

Member’s Repose 

8– Marian Dimoff 

18– Peter Oginsky 

30– Nathaniel Hildreth 

Mother’s With Child 

Matushka Laura 

Inna 

Natania 

Seminarian Family 

Alexander & Danielle Earl 

Recently Departed 

 

Metropolitan Herman 

Vinnie 

Elaine 

Peter 

David 

Michael 

Mason 

Pat 

Joseph 

Linda 

Arminda 

Dimitri 

Damian 

Thom 

Linda 

Irene 

Nancy 

Rachael 

Dawn 

Eric 

Terry 

Tracy 

Maurice 

Anthony 

Alisha 

Janet 

Ivanka 

Theresa 

Gus 

Jeff 

Jennifer 

Melissa 

Dawn 

Michelle 



7 

Parish Greeters 

Coffee Hour 

Volunteers 
 

Epistle Readers 

August 1st: 

Sbdn Andrew Durand 

Janet Wiese 

August 8th: 

Rdr. Nathanial Auxier 

Sbdn. John Auxier 

August 15th: 

Jenni Otis 

Sbdn. Andrew Durand 

August 22nd: 

Sue Walton 

Rdr. Nathaniel Auxier 

August 29th: 

Sbdn. Andrew Durand 

Jeni Otis 

August 1st: 

Steve & Sue Walton 

 

August 8th: 

Julie & George Jonascu 

 

August 15th: 

Seth & Mia Hillaker 

 

August 22nd: 

Scott & Tina Shephard 

 

August 29th: 

Steve & Sue Walton 

August 1st: 

Bruce Watson & Rebecca Lazar 

 

August 8th: 

Steve & Sue Walton 

 

August 15th: (Agape Meal) 

John & Brianna Walton 

 

August 22nd: 

John & Kristin Wolf 

 

August 29th: 

David & Cindy Welch 

Bell 

Ringers 
 

August 1st: 

Cindy Welch 

 

August 8th: 

Renee Becklehammer 

 

August 15th: 

Tonya Rice 

 

August 22nd: 

Vivian Capatina 

 

August 29th: 

Cindy Welch 

MANY 

YEARS! 

Wishing many blessed years to the newly illumined serv-

ant of God Christopher (Christian) Cleis who was Chris-

mated into the Holy Orthodox Faith on July 17th at Holy 

Assumption Orthodox Church by Fr. Andrew Bartek  in 

Lakeside Marblehead, Ohio. 

 

Christopher began his Catechumenate at our parish be-

fore heading to Ohio for summer employment. Christo-

pher will be making his departure to South Korea this 

month to further his employment! May God bless his 

travels! 

Wishing many blessed 

years to the newly bap-

tized and illumined child 

of God Theodore, his 

parents Paisios and An-

na, and his Godparents 

Subdeacon John and 

Renee Auxier. May God 

bless and guide his jour-

ney always!  

Prayers of thanksgiving 

said for the birth of Ga-

briella Dagher who is 

now a happy and healthy 

little girl after being born 

at just 30 weeks! May 

God grant her, and her 

parents Rita and Antho-

ny, many more blessed 

years in His service!  
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Monthly Forecast 
OCPM Sunday 

August 1st will be a Sunday in which we remember the Or-
thodox Christian Prison Ministries.  We will hear some words 
from our OCPM leader Dcn. MIchael, as well as share some 
experiences that our team has had corresponding with the 
inmates.  Please keep this important ministry in your prayers! 
 

Transfiguration 
We will be hosting the Pan Orthodox Community for the 
Feast of Transfiguration!  On August 5th, Great Vespers and 
Lijtia will be at 6:00 PM.  On August 6th, we will celebrate the 
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM.   
 

Blessing of the Harvest 
After the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, August 8th, we will be 
blessing the harvest!  Don't forget to bring your basket of 
grapes and other fruits to the Church that day! Following Di-
vine Liturgy we will have a small group staying after to cut, 
split and stack some downed logs on the property. 
 

Parish Cedar Point Trip 
Our annual Cedar Point trip is scheduled for Monday, August 
16th. Ticket and hotel pricing are available on the table in the 
narthex. If you have any questions or to RSVP please reach 
out to Chris Ballnik.  
 

Vacation Church School 
The Vacation church school will take place from August 17th 
to August 19th here at St. Mary Magdalene from 4:45pm—
7:15pm. The deadline to register is August 1st! This year’s 
theme is “My Orthodox Tool-kit” and the children will be 
learning about their home as a little church. 
 

Thursday Liturgies 
Thursday Morning Divine Services will continue throughout 
the most of the month of August. Keep an eye on the calen-
dar to see if we will be celebrating the Liturgy or the Typika 
that day! Starting August 25th weekday Liturgies will be held 
on Wednesday at 9am. Weekday mornings are a wonderful 
and quiet time to come and pray! 
 

Readers and Altar Boy Training/Retreat 
For anyone wishing to learn how to chant in the Church, we 
will be having a Reader's Workshop on Saturday, August 
14th, beginning at 3:00.  The workshop will run for 45 
minutes.  Then, at 3:45, we will be having a training session 
for our new altar boys.  If you would like to have your son 
(who has received or is close to receiving 1st confession) 
learn to serve in the altar, please plan on bringing him to the 
training session! Please reach out to Father Gabriel if you 
have any questions. 
 

 
Dormition Lamentations and Liturgy, Agape Meal 

This year, Holy Dormition happens to fall on a Sunday, which 
means our Matins and Lamentations service will be held on 
Saturday, August 14th, beginning at 5:00 PM.  This is essen-
tially the funeral service for our blessed Mother, so please 
please please make sure you are in attendance for that week-
end! On Sunday, following the Holy Dormition Divine Liturgy, 
we will have an agape meal together. Please bring a dish to 
pass. If you are interested in attending Holy Dormition Mon-
astery for their annual pilgrimage please see the flyer below 
as space is limited this year. 
 

School Supply Drive 
Our August community outreach will be our annual school 
supply drive for Torrey-Hill School here in Fenton. There is a 
flyer below that lists items that the school currently is in need 
of. There will be a box in the Narthex to collect supplies from 
August 1st– 22nd. Please reach out to Terri Oginsky for more 
information.  
 

St. Photini Fall Planning Meeting 
On Sunday, August 22nd we will have our fall planning 
meeting. During this meeting we will plan and schedule all of 
our community outreach for the fall months. Please plan on 
attending if you would like to be part of this ministry! 
 

Playground Help Need 
On Saturday, August 28th, we will need some help spreading 
playground mulch and tidying up the playground!  If you are 
free that day to help finish up the area around our new 
swings and playground structure, please let Fr. Gabriel or the 
parish office know! 
 

Parish Office Closed 8/27-9/6 
Our Pastoral Assistant will be out of town from Friday, August 
27 through Monday, September 6th. We will not have regular 
office hours during this time. If you need the parish office, to 
arrange a delivery or would like to arrange a time to meet 
with Father, please reach out to Rebekah before she leaves 
or reach out directly to Father Gabriel.  
 

Mark your Calendars 
Thursday, September 9th: Annual Pet Blessing  with Fenton 
Adopt-A-Pet 
 
Saturday, September 18th: Lamb Cookers Workshop 
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August Church School Announcements 
VCS registration closes on AUGUST 1ST, please sign-up if you have not already done so!!! 

 

Church School Registration will open this month. 

Keep an eye on the weekly bulletins for more information. 

Fall Church School Relaunch 
 

We will be relaunching our Church School on 

Sunday mornings beginning September 12th. 

With that being said we need help with 

staffing church school. If you are a current 

staff member and plan on continuing or if 

you are new to the program and would like 

to become a teacher, please let us know. You 

can reach out to Terri Oginsky (Church School 

Coordinator) or Father Gabriel. 

 

If you are new, please note that we do have a background check procedures in place that is in line 

with the OCA. This check will need to take place for you to fill a position.  If you have any questions 

about the background check procedure please reach out to Father Gabriel or the parish office.  
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ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (OCF) is the official campus ministry organization 

of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America. 

Katherine Arnes 

Oliver Lazar Senter 

Elena Bucciarelli 

Zachary Wilkinson 

Douglas Wilkinson 

Sydney Wilkinson 

Katerina  Jonescu 

Katheryn Auxier 

Alexandra Kekel 

Lauren Serafimovski 

Abigail Arnes 

Tea Jonascu 

Ethan Durand 

Justin Auxier 

Prayers for our college students:  

Kick-off Youth & Parent Meeting 

Sunday, August 15th 

during the Agape Meal 

 

 

First Youth Meeting 

Saturday, September 11th following 

Vespers in the Teen Lounge 
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ADULT EDUCATION 
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Thank you!!!! Thank you to everyone who helped make the 2nd annual Kayak Blessing & 5th Annu-

al first responders blessing a huge success!!!! 

 

For the month of August we will again be collecting back-to-school supplies for children at Torrey-

Hill School who are in need of things. See the flyer below for the supplies needed. The collection 

box will be in the Narthex from August 1st through August 22nd.  

 

August 1st is OCPM (Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry) awareness day! We will have a special col-

lection following the Divine Liturgy to help support this ministry. You will hear from Deacon Michael 

about this ministry as well as from some of those involved in the ministry. 
“Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Your name.” (Psalm 142:7)  

 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: 

August 22nd—28th: Organization & Distribu-

tion of School Supplies to Torrey Hill 

September 9th: Pet Blessing at Fenton Adopt

-a– Pet 

September 11th: City of Fenton blessing at 

the 9/11 memorial. 

 

 

 

Please contact Rebekah Humphreys if you would like any information about upcoming projects 

or would like to donate to the works of the Fellowship of St. Photini. 

FELLOWSHIP OF ST. PHOTINI 

“An inclusive opportunity for community outreach led by 

the faithful of St. Mary Magdalene Orthodox Church” 
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Calling all Mothers! 

The last few months have been a difficult time for many. With all of the changes in 

life and scheduling, balancing motherhood has been challenging to say the least. 

Check in on each other and be a listening ear until we can meet together again! 
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Check out our 

Social Media 

for more photos! 
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