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Behold a new and wondrous mystery. 

My ears resound to the Shepherd’s song, piping no soft melody, but chanting full forth a heavenly hymn. The 

Angels sing. The Archangels blend their voice in harmony. The Cherubim hymn their joyful praise. The Sera-

phim exalt His glory. All join to praise this holy feast, beholding the Godhead here on earth, and man in heav-

en. He Who is above, now for our redemption dwells here below; and he that was lowly is by divine mercy 

raised. 

 

Bethlehem this day resembles heaven; hearing from the stars the singing of angelic voices; and in place of the 

sun, enfolds within itself on every side, the Sun of justice. And ask not how: for where God wills, the order of 

nature yields. For He willed; He had the power; He descended; He redeemed; all things yielded in obedience 

to God. This day He Who is, is Born; and He Who is, becomes what He was not. For when He was God, He 

became man; yet not departing from the Godhead that is His. Nor yet by any loss of divinity became He man, 

nor through increase became He God from man; but being the Word He became flesh, His nature, because of 

impassability, remaining unchanged. 

 

And so the kings have come, and they have seen the heavenly King that has come upon the earth, not bringing 

with Him Angels, nor Archangels, nor Thrones, nor Dominations, nor Powers, nor Principalities, but, treading 

a new and solitary path, He has come forth from a spotless womb. 

 

Since this heavenly birth cannot be described, neither does His coming amongst us in these days permit of too 

curious scrutiny. Though I know that a Virgin this day gave birth, and I believe that God was begotten before 

all time, yet the manner of this generation I have learned to venerate in silence and I accept that this is not to 

be probed too curiously with wordy speech. For with God we look not for the order of nature, but rest our faith 

in the power of Him who works.  

 

What shall I say to you; what shall I tell you? I behold a Mother who has brought 

forth; I see a Child come to this light by birth. The manner of His conception I can-

not comprehend. Nature here rested, while the Will of God labored. O ineffable 

grace! The Only Begotten, Who is before all ages, Who cannot be touched or be per-

ceived, Who is simple, without body, has now put on my body, that is visible and 

liable to corruption. For what reason? That coming amongst us he may teach us, and 

teaching, lead us by the hand to the things that men cannot see. For since men be-

lieve that the eyes are more trustworthy than the ears, they doubt of that which they 

do not see, and so He has deigned to show Himself in bodily presence, that He may 

remove all doubt. 



Sunday, December 3rd: 

Luke 24: 1-12 

Ephesians 5:9-19 

Luke 18: 18-27 

Sunday, December 10th: 

Luke 24: 12-35 

Ephesians 6: 10-17 

Luke 17: 12-19 

Sunday, December 17th: 

Luke 24: 36-53 

Colossians 3:4-11 

Luke 14: 16-24 

Sunday, December 24th: 

Genesis 1: 1-13 

Numbers 24: 2-3, 5-9, 17-18 

Micah 4: 6-7, 5: 2-4 

Isaiah 11: 1-10; 9: 6-7; 7: 10-

16; 8: 1-4 9-10 

Jeremiah 3: 25-4:4 

Daniel 2: 31-36 44-45 

John 20: 1-10 

Galatians 3: 15-22 

Luke 2: 1-20 

Hebrews 11: 9-10, 17-23, 32-

40 

Matthew 1:1-25 

Sunday, December 31st: 

John 20: 11-18 

Galatians 1: 11-19 

Matthew 2: 13-23 

 

This Month’s 
Scripture Readings 

Christ, finding the holy body and soul of the Virgin, builds for Himself 

a living temple, and as He had willed, formed there a man from the Vir-

gin; and, putting Him on, this day came forth; unashamed of the low-

liness of our nature.  

 

For it was to Him no lowering to put on what He Himself had made. Let 

that handiwork be forever glorified, which became the cloak of its own 

Creator. For as in the first creation of flesh, man could not be made be-

fore the clay had come into His hand, so neither could this corruptible 

body be glorified, until it had first become the garment of its Maker.  

 

What shall I say! And how shall I describe this Birth to you? For this 

wonder fills me with astonishment. The Ancient of days has become an 

infant. He Who sits upon the sublime and heavenly Throne, now lies in 

a manger. And He Who cannot be touched, Who is simple, without 

complexity, and incorporeal, now lies subject to the hands of men. He 

Who has broken the bonds of sinners, is now bound by an infants bands. 

But He has decreed that ignominy shall become honor, infamy be 

clothed with glory, and total humiliation the measure of His Goodness.  

 

For this He assumed my body, that I may become capable of His Word; 

taking my flesh, He gives me His spirit; and so He bestowing and I re-

ceiving, He prepares for me the treasure of Life. He takes my flesh, to 

sanctify me; He gives me His Spirit that He may save me.  

 

Come, then, let us observe the Feast. Truly wondrous is the whole 

chronicle of the Nativity. For this day the ancient slavery is ended, the 

devil confounded, the demons take to flight, the power of death is bro-

ken, paradise is unlocked, the curse is taken away, sin is removed from 

us, error driven out, truth has been brought back, the speech of kindli-

ness diffused, and spreads on every side, a heavenly way of life has 

been ¡in planted on the earth, angels communicate with men without 

fear, and men now hold speech with angels.  

 

Why is this? Because God is now on earth, and man in heaven; on every 

side all things commingle. He became Flesh. He did not become God. 

He was God. Wherefore He became flesh, so that He Whom heaven did 

not contain, a manger would this day receive. He was placed in a man-

ger, so that He, by whom all things are nourished, may receive an in-

fants food from His Virgin Mother. So, the Father of all ages, as an in-

fant at the breast, nestles in the virginal arms, that the Magi may more 

easily see Him. Since this day the Magi too have come, and made a be-

ginning of withstanding tyranny; and the heavens give glory, as the 

Lord is revealed by a star. 

 

To Him, then, Who out of confusion has wrought a clear path, to Christ, 

to the Father, and to the Holy Spirit, we offer all praise, now and forev-

er. Amen. 



St. Mary Magdalene 

Monthly Forecast 

St. Nicholas Day: 

The feast of St. Nicholas is celebrated 

every year on December 6th. We will 

celebrate with our sister Church St. 

Nicholas in Burton at a Vesperal Divine 

Liturgy at 6pm on the evening of De-

cember 5th. 

 

Our children will be able to visit and re-

ceive a gift from St. Nicholas, following 

Divine Liturgy on December 10th. 

Please make every effort to have your 

children participate. (more information 

on the parish youth page) 

 

Following our visit from St. Nicholas we 

will have our Lenten Agape meal. Bring 

a fasting dish to pass and enjoy the fel-

lowship with your fellow parishioners. 

Annual Pledge: 

Please return your annual parish pledge 

card to Father Gabriel or Brian Arnes as 

soon as possible. Please help us fulfil 

the mission of our Church in the woods. 

ANNUAL MEETING: 

The Annual Meeting is scheduled 

for December 17th after the Divine Lit-

urgy.  

Church School Singing Practice: 

Our Church School students will meet at 3:00pm, 

an hour before Vigil, on Saturday, December 9th 

to practice the song they will sing to welcome St. 

Nicholas into the Church.  

Agape Meal: 

Our monthly Agape Meal will follow our visit 

from St. Nicholas on Sunday, December 10th. 

Please bring a Lenten dish to pass.  

St. Herman of Alaska: 

We will celebrate a Divine Liturgy on Wednesday, 

December 13th at 10:00am for the Feast of St. 

Herman. We are bless to house the relics of St. 

Herman in our Church. We hope to see as many 

people there as possible.  

Church School December Charity Event: 

On Saturday, December 16th our children will 

come together at 2:00pm to make Christmas 

Cards for children in need in our communities 

Christmas Bake Sale: 

Our annual Christmas Bake sale will be Saturday, 

December 16th from 10am –4pm 

Mark your Calendars!: 

The annual fundraising dinner for the Holy Dor-

mition Monastery will be held on Thursday, Janu-

ary 18th at Assumption Greek Orthodox Church. 

Details will be provided as we have more infor-

mation. 





“I was a stranger and you took Me in… I was naked 

and you clothed Me…” 

 This month our children will make Christmas Cards 

for less fortunate Children in our area. We will also, as 

a parish, be making fleece tie blankets that will be de-

livered to Cancer Patients at the Genesys-Hurley Can-

cer Institute.  More details in the flyers 

"For I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was a stranger and you took me in, 

I was in prison and you came to me, 

I was sick and you visited me, I 

 was naked and  you clothed me.” 

Annual Seminarian 

Giving Tree: 

You will note that 

our giving tree is up 

and ready for you 

to take a card to 

help sponsor a sem-

inarian family. 

Please return all do-

nations by Decem-

ber 10th so they 

can be delivered for 

Christmas. 

Thank you to everyone who helped 

with our 2nd annual Lazarus Bags 

either by donating goods,  time or 

money. A special thank you to the 

Fairfield Inn for donating several of 

the toiletry items. By the Grace of 

God we were able to make 51 bags 

for the homeless in the Flint and 

Detroit Areas.  



Sunday School 

This month’s topics: 

December 3rd: Joshua 

December 17th: Job 

Important Dates to Remember: 

December 10th: St. Nicholas Celebra-

tion/ Nativity Pageant 

December 16th: Card Making 2pm 

followed by Vespers 

December  24th, 31st & January 7th: 

NO CLASSES 

January 20th: Movie Night following 

Vespers 

February 11th: Bake Sale 

February 18th: NO CLASSES—

Forgiveness Sunday 

April 8th: PASCHA 

2017-18 Church School Volunteer Assignments 

Coordinator: Jennie Otis 

Ages 3-5: Mat. Laura, Tammy Arnes 

Ages 6-9: David Welch, Chris Ballnik, Cindy Welch (Back up) Renea 

Becklehhamer (Fill-in) 

Ages 10-12: Renee Auxier, Christine Auxier 

Teen Group: Sbdn. Andrew Durand, Meghan Durand, Sharon Wat-

son 

Upper High School & OCF: Fr. Garbriel & Dn. Michael  

Child Care: Tammy Arnes, Joyce Ballnik, Renea Becklehamer, 

Elaine Boucher, Terri Oginsky, Joe Suriano 

As our Calendar year is coming to an end, we are continu-

ing our studies of the Old Testament! This past month we 

learned about Abraham and his family tree. We will have 

our last class for 2017 on December 17th as there will 

be NO CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES December 24th, 31st, 

and January 7th. 

We are excited to Welcome St. Nicholas to visit our parish 

youth on Sunday December 10th. Following Liturgy, Fr. 

Gabriel will read the story of St. Nicholas the children. The 

children will then invite St. Nicholas into the church by 

singing "Oh Who loves Nicholas the Saintly". Please make 

sure all children are in attendance for this special event! 

In order to prepare for St. Nicholas the children will re-

hearse the song for a few minutes after class on Decem-

ber 3rd. We will also hold a short rehearsal just prior to 

Vigil on December 9th, at 3:00pm 

On Saturday December 16th at 2pm the Church School 

children will be gathering to create Christmas cards to 

send out to less fortunate children in our area. Please 

make an effort to be present as the more people we have, 

the more cards we can create and more people we can 

reach! 



Let us Pray to the Lord 

The Theology and Incredible Stories Surrounding 

the 

Divine Liturgy and Great Vespers  

 

The Diving Liturgy and Great Vespers are two of the oldest 

worship services in all of Christendom (St. Basil the Great’s 

Liturgy dates back to the 4th century!) Throughout the centu-

ries, there have been many stories and miracles that have 

happened during these services, where heaven and earth lit-

erally touch each other!  In a three week study, Fr. Gabriel 

will highlight the meaning behind these ancient services, as well as share some of the well-

known miracles associated with celebrating the Holy Mysteries! 

 

Monday, December 11th, 6:30 PM  

 

The slideshow and podcast of these classes are available on our Parish Website under the 

Adult Education Tab 

“Metanoia” Learning To Change One’s Heart For God  

 

Learning the Ways of the Early Christians, St. Vladimir the Great, a prince of Kievan Rus in 

the 10th century, sent envoys to all of the civilized world, looking at the various religions that 

were being practiced at the time. The response that impressed him the most, was the group 

that returned from an Orthodox Christian service in Constantinople, where his servants mar-

veled at this ancient Christian service saying: “We knew not weather we were in heaven, or 

still on earth.”  

In a Christian World now littered with various denominations, each teaching a different ver-

sion of the same Gospel, have you ever wondered or thought about what the earliest Chris-

tians taught, how they worshiped, and what they be-

lieved? Now is your opportunity to come and experi-

ence what those emissaries saw over 1000 years ago!  

 

Fr. Gabriel will be offering a 14 week introductory 

course on the Eastern Orthodox Faith, whose worship 

and teachings have not changed since the time of Christ 

and the Apostles.  

 

2017-2018 

Orthodoxy 101 Courses 

 

December 6th & 20th  

from 6:00-7:30 PM  



Recommended reading this month. 

“On the Incarnation” 

By: Saint Athanasius 

Preface by: C. S. Lewis 
 

 

On the Incarnation , a new translation and introduction by John Behr, 

Preface by C.S. Lewis By any standard, this is a classic of Christian 

theology. Composed by St. Athanasius in the fourth century, it ex-

pounds with simplicity the theological vision defended at the coun-

cils of Nicaea and Constantinople: that the Son of God himself be-

came "fully human, so that we might become gods." Its influence on 

all Christian theology thereafter, East and West, ensures its place as 

one of the few "must read" books for all who want to know more 

about the Christian faith.  

Our Parish Library is growing!! 

 

We still are looking for donations from our parishioners  to donate their used Orthodox 

Books to our new parish library. If you have already read your books, do not leave them to 

collect dust lend them to the parish.  You will still be able to come and take them out of the 

Church library whenever you want! 

All book donations should be given to 

either Fr. Gabriel or 

Rdr. Brian Phillip Walton!  

 

We appreciate your help! 



 

St. Mary Magdalene Prayer Life 

 

Pray for our sick and suffering brothers and sisters. 

Sam Elston 

Dennis Perez 

Elaine Gejoff 

Anton Petrenko 

Violette Griffin 

John Wiese 

Haley Novak 

Marie Corbin 

Colleen 

Matushka Laryssa 

Megan Richardson 

Jessica, Stephanie, Glen and 

Dan 

Manuela 

Mary Kallai 

Ann 

Sam 

Michael and Melody 

Baby Ari 

Salome & David 

Vinnie 

Marcella Moorman 

Helen Soroka 

Lynn Larson 

Autumn Smith 

Jennifer and John Shann 

Steve Kekel 

Katherine Fortier 

John White 

Rose Marie Khoury 

Donna 

Philip 

Elnora Tyrell 

Kay 

Alex 

Helen & Michael 

Ernest 

Tina Shephard  

Melody 

Michael 

Nancy 

Bridgette 

Barbara 

Nancy 

Phil 

Peter Pytleski 

Infant Samantha 

James Cikalo 

Kari Ortiz 

Frank 

Carol 

Joane 

Billy 

Nabeel 

Catherine 

Lon 

Carol 

Susan 

Ann 

Carolyn 

Rosie 

Lon 

Lon 

Tatiana 

 

*In January we will be redoing 

our prayer list. Please give 

Fr. Gabriel the names of any-

one who 

needs to 

be 

added 

 

 

Prayers for our armed forces: 

Matthew Beck—First Lieutenant-Air Force   Stephanie Bishop—U.S. Navy 

Michael Oginsky—Major—U.S. Marines   Jason Wilburn—Corporal– Army Rangers 

Patrick Tejkl—U.S. Marines     Alex Suriano—Ohio Air National Guard 

Lindsey Cazatt—U.S. Navy     Dallas Watson—U.S. Air Force 

Seraphim Lazar-Watson– U.S. Air Force  

Prayers for those recently 

departed this life: 

 

Frank  

Katana 

Pray for our Mothers 

with child: 

 

Sara Shephard  

Kristen Wolf 

Pray for our  

Catechumens: 

 

Roland Drummond 

Lori Drummond 



 Wishing you many blessed years! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 3- Angela Buzea, Sbdn. Andrew Durand, 

Nicholas Oslin 

 5-  Richard Ziats 

 6-  Romanos Royer Durand 

 7– Douglas Wilkinson 

 11– Lucille Bilas 

 12– Richard Schlaack 

 13– Anne Khoury, Robert Oginsky Sr. 

 14– Mat. Laura Bilas 

 17– David & Katherine Schutt 

 18– Elizabeth Kekel, Joshua Forwerck 

 21– David Welch 

 23– Robert Oginsky Jr. 

 24– George Branoff 

 31– Christine Suriano, Isaiah Durand 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 6– James & Marisa Bailey 

 28– John & Denise Oslin 

Thank you to our angels who serve our community! 
Coffee Hour Volunteers 

December 3rd: (fasting)  

Kurt & Ann Schutt 

December 10th: (fasting) 

David & Jaclyn Daugherty 

December 17th: (fasting) 

Andy Marko 

December 24th: (fasting) 

Christmas Eve 

December 31st: 

Pat Smith 

 

Parish Greeters 

December 3rd: 

Pat Smith 

December 10th: 

Steven & Sue Walton 

December 17th: 

Scott & Tina Shephard 

December 24th: 

Elaine Boucher 

December 31st:  

David & Cindy Welch 

 

Epistle Readers 

December 3rd: 

Rdr. Chris Ballnik & Sbdn. Andrew Durand   

December 10th: 

Rdr. Emanuel Watson & Rdr. Brian Walton  

December 17th: 

Janet Wiese & Rdr. Chris Ballnik  

December 24th: 

Rdr. John Auxier & Rdr. Emanuel Watson 

December 31st: 

Rdr. Nathaniel Auxier & Janet Wiese 





“I was naked and you clothed Me…” 

As a parish, we will be making fleece tie blankets that will be delivered to Cancer Patients at 

the Genesys-Hurley Cancer Institute.  

 The parish will provide the fleece material needed to complete a blanket. All you need are 

scissors and hands willing to work.  

 Your family can pick up the blanket kit on December 10th. Just sign out how many kits you 

are taking. 

 Please return the completed blankets by the end of December so that they can be deliv-

ered in January . 

 Remember these blankets are going to the ill that are going through treatments, please 

plan to make them in a smoke and germ free environment. 










