Epistle Reading 19th Sunday after Pentecost/ Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council, Oct. 15, 2017 Tone 2
(2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9, Hebrews 13:7-16)

After the Thrice Holy Hymn…
Deacon: Let us attend.
Priest: Peace be unto all!
Reader: And to your spirit!
Deacon: Wisdom!

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 2nd tone:

(Tone 2) The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation.
Choir: (Repeats Prokeimenon)

Reader: The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to death.
Choir: (Repeats Prokeimenon)

Reader: In the 4th Tone: Blessed are You, O Lord God of our Fathers and praised and glorified is You Name forever!
Choir: (Repeats Prokeimenon.)
Deacon: Wisdom!

Reader:  The reading from the Second Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians.
Deacon: Let us attend.
Reader: Brothers and Sisters, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying.  In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands.  It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord:  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to the third heaven.  And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.  Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except in my infirmities. For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me above what he sees me to be or hears from me.  And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.  Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me.  And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
Brothers and Sisters, Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them.

We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach. For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.
Priest: 
Peace be unto you Reader

Reader: And to your spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! May the Lord hear you in the day of trouble! May the name of the God of Jacob protect you!
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Reader: Save the King, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call!   
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Reader: The Lord, the God of gods, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia



