Epistle Reading 28th Sunday after Pentecost (Conception of the Most Holy Theotokos) Dec 09, 2018 Tone 3
(Col 1:12-18, Gal 4:22-31)

After the Thrice Holy Hymn…

Deacon: Let us attend.
Priest: Peace be unto all!
Reader: And to your spirit!

Deacon: Wisdom!

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 3rd tone:

(Tone 3) Sing praises to our God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
Choir: (Repeats Prokeimenon)

Reader: Clap your hands, all ye people, shout to God with loud songs of joy!
Choir: (Repeats Prokeimenon)

Reader:  In the 4th tone: God is wonderful in His saints, the God of Israel. 
Choir: (Repeats Prokeimenon)
Deacon: Wisdom!

Reader:  The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to Romans.

Deacon: Let us attend.

Reader:  Brothers and sisters, we give thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. But he who was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise, which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar— for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children— but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written:

“Rejoice, O barren,
You who do not bear!
Break forth and shout,
You who are not in labor!
For the desolate has many more children
Than she who has a husband.”
Now we, brothers and sisters, as Isaac was, are children of promise. But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.” So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.
Priest: 
Peace be unto you Reader

Reader: And to your spirit.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! In You, O Lord, have I placed my hope; let me not be put to shame.
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Reader: Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me.
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Reader: The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord, and He of their protector in time of affliction.
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia



