Epistle Reading 3rd Sunday of Pascha (Holy Myrrhbearing Women, Holy Apostle James), April 30, 2017 Tone 2
((16) Acts 6:1-7; Acts 12:1-11)

After the Thrice Holy Hymn…

Deacon: Let us attend.
Priest: Peace be unto all!
Reader: And to your spirit!

Deacon: Wisdom!

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 6th tone:

(Tone 6) O Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance!
Choir: (Repeats Prokeimenon)

Reader: To You, O Lord, will I call.  O my God, be not silent to me!
Choir: (Repeats Prokeimenon)

Reader: In the 8th Tone: Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the universe!
Choir: (Repeats Prokeimenon)

Deacon: Wisdom!

Reader:  The reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles.
Deacon: Let us attend.

Reader:  In those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministrations. Then the Twelve called the multitude of the disciples and said to them, “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good report, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And the saying pleased the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid hands on them. And the word of God increased, and the number of the disciples was multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.
Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the church. Then he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of Unleavened Bread. So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, intending to bring him before the people after Passover.

Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. And when Herod was about to bring him out, that night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between two soldiers; and the guards before the door were keeping the prison. Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains fell off his hands. Then the angel said to him, “Gird yourself and tie on your sandals”; and so he did. And he said to him, “Put on your garment and follow me.” So he went out and followed him, and did not know that what was done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When they were past the first and the second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads to the city, which opened to them of its own accord; and they went out and went down one street, and immediately the angel departed from him.

And when Peter had come to himself, he said, “Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered me from the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people.”

Priest: 
Peace be unto you Reader

Reader: And to your spirit.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
O Lord, You have been gracious to Your land; You have turned back the captivity of Jacob.  
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Reader: Mercy and truth have met, righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Reader: The heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; and Your truth in the congregation of the saints.
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia



