Epistle Reading 4th Sunday after Pentecost/ Nativity of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John June 24, 2018 Tone 3
((93) Rom. 6:18-23, Romans 13:11-14:4)

After the Thrice Holy Hymn…

Deacon: Let us attend.

Priest: Peace be unto all!
Reader: And to your spirit!

Deacon: Wisdom!

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 3rd tone:

(Tone 3) Sing praises to our God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
Choir: (Repeats Prokeimenon)

Reader: Clap your hands, all ye people, shout to God with loud songs of joy!
Choir: (Repeats Prokeimenon)

Reader:  In the 7th tone: The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord and shall hope in Him. 
Choir: (Repeats Prokeimenon)
Deacon: Wisdom!

Reader:  The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to Romans.

Deacon: Let us attend.

Reader:  Brothers and sisters, being then made free from sin, you became servants of righteousness. I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh.  For as you yielded your members as servants of impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now yield your members as servants of righteousness unto holiness. For when you were servants of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed?  For the end of those things is death.  But now that you have been set free from sin, and have become servants of God, you have your fruit unto holiness, and in its end, everlasting life.  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is life everlasting in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Brothers and Sisters, And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.

Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. One person’s faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. The one who eats everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one who does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has accepted them. Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

Priest: 
Peace be unto you Reader

Reader: And to your spirit.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! In You, O Lord, have I placed my hope; let me not be put to shame
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Reader:. Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me.
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Reader: Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His people.
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia



