
1 

Important Dates 

to Remember: 

 1/5 Blessing of the Waters 

following Divine Liturgy 

 1/6 Theophany Divine Litur-

gy 10am 

 1/12 Blessing of the river 

and Annual Lamb Roast Fol-

lowing Divine Litugy 

 1/13 Inter– Christian Basket-

ball 

 1/14 Parish Council Meeting 

 1/15 Begin Spring Semester 

of Metanoia 

 1/19 Sanctity of Life Sunday 

following Divine Liturgy 

 1/19 St. Emilia’s Mom’s 

Group Meeting 4:30pm 

 1/23 Holy Dormition Monas-

tery Charity Dinner 

 1/26 Men’s Group Planning 

Meeting 

 1/27 Inter– Christian Basket-

ball 

 1/30 Divine Liturgy 10am & 

Choir Practice 6pm 

Parish Volunteers 3 

Prayer Life 4 

Monthly Forecast 5 

Parish Youth 9 

Adult Education 11 

Book of the Month 12 

St. Photini Outreach 13 

Inside this issue: 

Transformative Grace 
A message from Fr. Gabriel  

 During these winter months, especially if you are an “early riser”, one of most 
beautiful things you can do in the morning is to go out in to the crisp and clean air, and 
stare up at the clarity of the night sky…waiting for the coming of the dawn.  Over the 
course of just a few minutes, you can watch as the planets and the stars disappear 
from view when the Sun comes over the horizon, shining its brilliant rays on the world.  
In the midst of this beauty, one cannot help but think to the beginning of the Great 
Doxology in the Matins service, when the priest exclaims:  “Glory to Thee Who has 
shown us the Light! 
 However magnificent the sunrise is, it pales in comparison to the beauty and 
light that comes upon the Human Race on the Feast of Holy Theophany!  On January 
6th, Christ descends into the waters of the Jordan, and the heavens literally open, with 
a voice coming down from the sky, saying something that will change the world forev-
er:  “This is my beloved Son, of Whom I am well pleased”.   
 This simple statement made from the Father, is a very blazing and public reve-
lation of Truth and Power.  God is now dwelling with us, in the midst of His creation!  
He isn’t just some omnipotent being in the heavens, Who plays with His creation like 
pawns on a chessboard!  He is here, dwelling among us, and continually revealing His 
power and His Love through the Worship, Mysteries, and Sacraments of His Holy 
Church!   

(Continued on page 2) 
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 For those who are new to the Orthodox Faith, it is on the Feast of Holy Theophany that we bless and sanctify 
water, remembering how Christ sanctified the waters of the Jordan.  There is a very pious custom that is popular in 
many Orthodox Countries, where after the waters are blessed, men and women will dive into icy waters…plunging 
themselves into the depths of the various frozen lakes and rivers three times.  They do this to be reminded of their 
own baptisms, when the Holy Spirit came into ordinary water, and put to death mankind’s old ways of wickedness, 
and allowed them to awaken as adopted sons and daughters of God.   
 There are many in the outside world that would look upon this custom as odd, just like they do at so many of 
the other mysteries (sacraments) of the Church.  From an outside perspective, these mysteries of the Church seem 
like a bunch of hocus pocus, useless rituals that have no purpose, and no way of changing mankind and the world.  
But it has been the teaching of Christianity from the very beginning, that it is through the sacraments that the hu-
man race is truly transformed.   
 There is a beautiful (and historical) story that explains this much better than I could, which took place in the 
first centuries of the Church, during the reign of Emperor Julian the Apostate in the 4th century.  He was celebrating 
his birthday and had asked for comedians and actors to come in and entertain the guests at the grand banquet that 
was throw in his honor.  One of the popular things to do at that time, was to poke fun and make fun of the Christians 
who were under persecution at that time by the state.  The pagan actors came up with an elaborate scene, in which 
they would mock the various beliefs of Christians, including their belief in the power of baptism. 
 All of the actors came on stage, some dressed as priests, another dressed as a bishop, and a man, whose 
name was Porphyrios, played the role of the man who was going to be baptized.  They brought out a large font of 
water and a white baptismal robe as props.  After the scene started, every one of the actors, included Porphyrios, 
tried to out-do the other with derisive posturing, ridiculing gestures, and an over dramatization of the prayers that 
were supposed to be said over the waters.  Towards the end of the performance, Porphyrios went into the font, and 
the actor dressed as the Bishop shouted: “The Servant of God Porphyrios is baptized in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit!”  He then thrust Porphyrios down into the waters, and it was there that something 
unexplainable happened.  In the Synaxarion (Lives of the Saints), we read:  
 

 “As Porphyrios came up from the waters, he was donned in the white robe, and 
suddenly felt himself transfixed.  A complete serenity overcame him, and out of a bright 
light that only he could see before him, came a voice which said that he was truly being 

baptized in the name of the trinity.” 
 

 After this incredible transformation, Porphyrios refused to continue with the rest of the act.  In an act of pure 
courage and defiance towards the Emperor, he started to denounce all that were present, for mocking the true God 
of the Christians!  He was so changed by the waters of Baptism, and he held on to this new reality so tightly, that not 
even the threat of death from the king could cause him to turn his back on our Lord!  The last sentence in the story 
of his life, sums up everything very nicely: “By the will of God, he was transformed from a clown of the king, to a 
servant of the Lord”.   
 Transformative Grace…this is what we are given through all of the sacred mysteries of the Church, and it is 
what we are reminded of on this great Feast of Theophany.  Why does the priest encourage the entire flock to 
attend the Church services, to take participate in the sacraments, to go to confession, to be present for blessings, 
and to receive the Body and Blood of Christ as often as possible?  Because it is in these mysteries that God’s power is 
revealed to the human race!  The mysteries (sacraments) of the Church are the only things that exist in this world, 
that can truly change and transform us as sons and daughters of the creator of all.   
 As we begin this new year, celebrating and remember the manifestation of God’s power through His Holy 
Epiphany, let us once again make a commitment to allow ourselves to be transformed by His power through prayer, 
silence, and the sacred mysteries which He has entrusted to those who seek eternal life with Him. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Parish Greeters  

 

January 5th: 

Donna & Wes Nakagiri 

January 12th: 

Seth & Mia Hillaker 

January 19th: 

Pat Smith 

January 26th: 

George & Julie Jonascu 

Coffee Hour Volunteers 

 

January 5th: 

Stephen & Inna Bondira & Mira 

Grimes 

January 12th: 

Sbdn. Andrew & Meghan Du-

rand 

January 19th: 

David & Solome Daugherty 

January 26th: 

Brady & Kathy Damic 

Epistle Readers 

 

January 5th: 

Sbdn Andrew Durand 

January 12th: 

Rdr. Chris Ballnik 

January 19th: 

Dr. Janet Wiese 

January 26th: 

Rdr. John Auxier 

Alternate Readers 

 

January 5th: 

Jenni Otis 

January 12th: 

Sue Walton 

January 19th: 

Sbdn. Andrew Durand 

January 26th: 

Rdr. Chris Ballnik 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 

 1– Robyn Dollins 

 3– Jeremy Becklehamer & Benjamin Cooley 

 4– John Oslin & Jacob Yonan 

 6– Brion Cooley 

 7– Anastasia Branoff 

 10– Theresa Cooley, Solome Daugherty &              

Layla Yonan 

 11– Theodora Tyrell 

 13– Theresa Serafimovski & Hannah Burtka 

 15– Mark Yonan & Jason Derry 

 16– Minka Owens, Logan Welch & James Rice 

 18– Katherine Senter & Cindy Welch 

 19– Katherine Arnes & Adalyn Joseph 

 20– Jeanette Hildreth, Terri Oginsky & Laura Khoury 

 21– Fr. Dn. Logan Shephard 

 22– Denis Oslin 

 23– Theophan Forsyth 

 24– KatherynAuxier 

 25– Michael Khoury & Carly Locascio 

 29-  Fr. Dn Michael Schlaack & Ruth Becklehamer 

 30– Renee Wilkinson & Shannon Joseph 

 31– Stephen Schlaack 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 

 31– Helen & James Locascio 

HAVE YOU “liked” and “shared” our parish Facebook 

page? For announcements, upcoming events, pictures 

and more visit us at 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

StMaryMagdaleneOrthodoxChurch/  

 

This is a great way for you, your family and your 

friends to stay connected with your parish family and 

Orthodox Christian Community! 

Incase you missed this months homilies  visit...  

http://www.st-marymagdalene.org/parish-blog  

http://www.st-marymagdalene.org/parish-blog
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Prayer Life 

Pray for our sick an d suffering brothers and sisters 

Metropolitan Theodosius 

Metropolitan Herman 

Reader Gregory 

Vinne 

Anastasia 

Alex 

Elaine 

Perpetua 

Carol 

Katelyn 

Frankie 

Thom 

Damian 

Stacie 

Caolyn 

Megan 

Lon 

Ella 

Noah 

Elnora 

Peter 

Calvin 

David 

Michael 

Pulette 

Katherine 

James 

Ron 

Pat 

Michael 

Chloe 

Jenna 

Carol 

Melissa 

Susan 

Renee 

Armed Forces 

Matthew Beck; Air Force 

Michael Oginsky; U.S. Marines 

Patrick Tejkl; U.S. Marines 

Lindsey Cazatt; U.S. Navy 

Stephany Bishop; U.S. Navy 

Jason Wilburn; Army Rangers 

Alex Suriano; Air National 

Guard 

Dallas Watson; Air Force 

Bradley Grimes,  

Seaphim Lazar-Watson; Air 

Force 

Recently Departed 

Nicholas 

Margaret 

Catechumens 

John 

Karem 

Asher 

Miriam 

Elliott 

Alyssa 

William 

Mother’s With 

Christine 

This Month’s 

Scripture Readings 

 

 

January 5th: 

Mark 1:9-11 

 

January 12th: 

Matthew 5:12-17 

 

January 19th: 

Luke 18:35-43 

 

January 26th: 

Matthew 15:21-28 
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2020 Blessing of Water for The-
ophany 

The Great Blessing of Water will take 
place on Sunday, January 5th, after 
the Divine Liturgy.  Bring your empty 
Holy Water bottles from home to 
Liturgy that Sunday to fill up!  Bottles 
are also available at the Church if 
you do not yet have one! 
 

Theophany Divine Liturgy 
On Monday, January 6th, we will be 
celebrating the Divine Liturgy for the 
Feast of Theophany, beginning at 
10:00 AM 
 
Annual Lamb Roast and Blessing of 

the River 
 

This year’s parish lamb roast and 
blessing of the River will take place 
on Sunday, January 12th, following 
the Divine Liturgy.  A free lamb lunch 
will be provided, but everyone is 
asked to bring an appetizer or desert 
to pass around!  Bring a friend this 
Sunday!   
 

House Blessings for 2020 
House blessings will begin after Janu-
ary 6th!  Please fill out the house 
blessing form (available at the 
Church or in this bulletin) and give it 
to Fr. Gabriel as soon as possible so 
that he can get the schedule togeth-
er!  If you have questions about hav-
ing your house blessed, do not hesi-
tate to ask him! 
 

Memorial Service for the Unborn 
After Divine Liturgy on Sunday, Janu-
ary 19th, we will be having our annu-
al Memorial Service for all unborn 
children.  Please invite and spread 
the word to anyone who might have 
lost a child in the womb.   
 
 

Lenten Pilgrimage Announced 
Registration is now underway for our 
2020 Lenten Monastery Pilgrimage, 
which will take place from Sunday, 
March 29th to Thursday, April 2nd.  
On our trip, we will be spending time 
at Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox 
Monastery in New York, St. Tikhon’s 
Monastery in Eastern Pennsylvania, 
and Holy Transfiguration Monastery 
in Western Pennsylvania.  The total 
cost for the trip is $340 dollars per 
person, plus fuel costs (split up at the 
end) and any meals on the road.  The 
trip is limited to 12 people and is be-
ing opened up to our parish family 
first!  Please email Fr. Gabriel if you 
are interested as soon as possible, 
before this trip fills up!  See the flier 
below for more information! 
 
Annual Holy Dormition Vespers and 

Dinner 
This year’s annual Dormition Dinner 
will be held on Thursday, January 
23rd, at Holy Assumption Greek Or-
thodox Church in Grand Blanc.  Tick-
ets are just $35 dollars for adults, 
and $25 dollar for students, and all 
of the proceeds go to support Holy 
Dormition Monastery.  This year, our 
parish is responsible for beverages 
and centerpieces!  If you would like 
to donate, purchase tickets, or help 
with the center pieces, please see 
Dcn. Michael! 
 

Inter Christian Basketball Dates 
This month’s basketball open gym 
dates will be on Monday, January 
13th and Monday January 27th, be-
ginning at 7:00 PM at Hope Lutheran 
Church in Linden.  The Church gym is 
located behind Linden High School.  
If you like to play basketball, or just 
want to run up the court for an hour 
or so to burn off those Christmas 
cookies, please be sure to join us! 

 Spring Metanoia Begins 
The Winter/Spring Semester of 
Metanoia is scheduled to begin on 
Wednesday, January 15th, beginning 
at 6:30 PM.  The full schedule and 
topic list is on one of the fliers be-
low!  This class is open to all mem-
bers of our parish, as well as those 
from the outside looking to study 
and learn more about Orthodoxy!  If 
you have not taken the class before, 
everyone is HIGHLY ENCOURAGED to 
commit and participate at least 
once!  See Fr. Gabriel if you are inter-
ested in registering, or if there is 
someone that you know that would 
be interested in learning more! 
 

Mom’s Group Dinner 
The St. Emilia Mom’s Group is set to 
meet at 4:30 PM on Sunday, January 
19th.  Please see Addie Lanterman 
for more details! 
 

Men’s Group Introduction 
There has been talk over the past 
several weeks to start a men’s group 
here at the parish.  On January 26th, 
the group is hoping to have their first 
meeting after Divine Liturgy at a local 
bowling ally!  Stay tuned for more 
details! 
 

Divine Liturgy for Three Holy Hier-
archs 

 
Mark your calendars for Thursday, 
January 39th, as we will be cele-
brating the feast of the Three Holy 
Hierarchs with a Divine Liturgy at 
10:00 AM! 
 

Lazarus Bag Collections 
This month the fellowship of St. Pho-
tini will be collecting items for their 
annual Lazarus Bags, see the 
attached flier for items needed. 
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Theophany is the 

Feast which reveals 

the Most Holy Trinity 

to the world through 

the Baptism of the 

Lord (Mt.3:13-17; 

Mark 1:9-11; Luke 

3:21-22). God the Fa-

ther spoke from Heav-

en about the Son, the Son was baptized by Saint John the 

Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit descended upon the Son 

in the form of a dove. From ancient times this Feast was 

called the Day of Illumination and the Feast of Lights, 

since God is Light and has appeared to illumine “those 

who sat in darkness,” and “in the region of the shadow of 

death” (Mt.4:16), and to save the fallen race of mankind 

by grace. 

In the ancient Church it was the custom to baptize cate-

chumens at the Vespers of Theophany, so that Baptism 

also is revealed as the spiritual illumination of mankind. 

The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apos-

tolic times, and it is mentioned in The Apostolic Constitu-

tions (Book V:13). From the second century we have the 

testimony of Saint Clement of Alexandria concerning the 

celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, and the night vigil 

before this Feast. 

There is a third century dialogue about the services for 

Theophany between the holy martyr Hippolytus and 

Saint Gregory the Wonderworker. In the following centu-

ries, from the fourth to ninth century, all the great Fa-

thers of the Church: Gregory the Theologian, John Chrys-

ostom, Ambrose of Milan, John of Damascus, comment-

ed on the Feast of Theophany. 

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byzanti-

os composed much liturgical music for this Feast, which 

is sung at Orthodox services even today. Saint John of 

Damascus said that the Lord was baptized, not because 

He Himself had need for cleansing, but “to bury human 

sin by water,” to fulfill the Law, to reveal the mystery of 

the Holy Trinity, and finally, to sanctify “the nature of wa-

ter” and to offer us the form and example of Baptism. 

On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Church 

proclaims our faith in the most sublime mystery, incom-

prehensible to human intellect, of one God in three Per-

sons. It teaches us to confess and glorify the Holy Trinity, 

one in Essence and Undivided. It exposes and overthrows 

the errors of ancient teachings which attempted to ex-

plain the Creator of the world by reason, and in human 

terms. 

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers 

in Christ, and it inspires us with a sense of deep gratitude 

for the illumination and purification of our sinful nature. 

The Church teaches that our salvation and cleansing from 

sin is possible only by the power of the grace of the Holy 

Spirit, therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily these 

gifts of the grace of holy Baptism, keeping clean this 

priceless garb, for “As many as have been baptized into 

Christ, have put on Christ” (Gal 3:27). 

 

 

Troparion — Tone 1 

When You, O Lord were baptized in the Jordan / The 

worship of the Trinity was made manifest / For the voice 

of the Father bore witness to You / And called You His 

beloved Son. / And the Spirit, in the form of a dove, / 

Confirmed the truthfulness of His word. / O Christ, our 

God, You have revealed Yourself / And have enlightened 

the world, glory to You! 

Feast of the Theophany of our 

Lord & Savior Jesus Christ 

oca.org 
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Upcoming events: 

Happy New Year! 

We are anxiously awaiting the start of our spring semes-

ter of church school! We will begin lessons again on Jan-

uary 19th, continuing through Pascha. We look forward 

to furthering our knowledge on the topic of church his-

tory! Stay tuned for information on a greeting card fund-

raiser in the coming weeks!  
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Prayer of a Student 

Christ my Lord, the Giver of light and wisdom, who opened the 

eyes of the blind man and transformed the fishermen into wise 

heralds and teachers of the gospel through the coming of the 

Holy Spirit, shine also in my mind the light of the grace of the 

Holy Spirit. Grant me discernment, understanding and wisdom 

in learning. Enable me to complete my assignments and to 

abound in every good work, for to You I give honor and glory. 

Amen. 

Prayers Before Study 

Most blessed Lord, send the grace of Your Holy Spirit on me to 

strengthen me that I may learn well the subject I am about to 

study and by it become a better person for Your glory, the 

comfort of my family and the benefit of Your Church and our 

Nation. Amen  

 

Christ, the true light, who enlightens and sanctifies every per-

son coming into the world, let the light of Your countenance 

shine upon me (us) that I (we) may see Your unapproachable 

light; and guide my (our) steps in the way of Your command-

ments, through the intercessions of Your all-holy Mother and 

of all the Saints. Amen. 

Prayer After Study 

I thank You, Lord our God, that again on this occasion You have 

opened my eyes to the light of Your wisdom. You have glad-

dened my heart with the knowledge of truth. I entreat You, 

Lord, help me always to do Your will. Bless my soul and body, 

my words and deeds. Enable me to grow in grace, virtue and 

good habits, that Your name may be glorified, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (OCF) is the official campus ministry organization 

of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America. 

Flint OCF:   

The Flint OCF had a great month of December. On the 6th, we met up at St. George with Fr. Joe to discuss “All About St. Nicholas,” on his 

feastday. It was an excellent discussion and we were even joined by Fr. Jarrod, the new priest from Assumption. On December 19th, we 

met up at NCG Trillium in Grand Blanc with a large group, including some from the high school group at SMM, to watch “The Rise of Sky-

walker.” It was a great night of fellowship. We look forward to the Nativity of Christ and an exciting new year with more OCF meetings  

Greg Auxier 

Katherine Arnes 

David Schutt 

Katherine Schutt 

Oliver Lazar Senter 

Elena Bucciarelli 

Zachary Wilkinson 

Douglas Wilkinson 

Laura Khoury 

Rachael Hildreth 

Sydney Wilkinson 

Katerina  Jonescu 

Katheryn Auxier 

Alexandra Kekel 

Prayers for our college students:  
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A Month in Review:  

We had an absolutely wonderful month 
of December, which was highlighted by 
the Advent Feasts of St. Nicholas and of 
the Nativity of our Lord!  We also had a 
very successful annual bake and craft 
sale, of which we owe all of 
our bakers and helpers many 
thanks!  Thank you to all 
who came to sing and pray 
with us for the Christmas 
Services!  Christ is 
Born!  Glorify Him!  

Recommended Reading from 

Fr. Gabriel 

 

 The Holy Angels, 

 By: Mother Alexandra 

(recently released from Ancient Faith 

Bookstore )  

First published in 1981 and long out of print, The Holy 

Angels has yet to be 

surpassed as a com-

prehensive and 

comprehensible 

account of the na-

ture of the angels 

and their role in our sal-

vation. In layperson's 

terms, Mother Alexandra 

presents the essence of 

everything the Church 

has to teach us about the 

angels, beginning with 

the Old Testament, con-

tinuing through the New 

Testament, and conclud-

ing with the Tradition of 

the Church as expressed in her theology, hymnography, and 

iconography. For those who long to become better acquaint-

ed with these holy servants of God and to understand their 

role in our lives, this book is a great place to start.  
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“An inclusive opportunity 

for community outreach 

led by the faithful of St. 

Mary Magdalene Ortho-

dox Church” 

 

 

 

Please contact Theophan Forsyth, Terri Oginski or Re-

bekah Humphreys if you would like any information 

about upcoming projects or would like to donate to the 

works of the Fellowship of St. Photini. 

 

The Fellowship of St. Photini will again collect items for 

our annual distribution of Lazarus Bags.  We will be col-

lecting the following items: 

 

Hand warmers 

razors  

gloves 

hats 

protein bars 

bottled water 

Chapstick  

McDonald’s gift cards 

Travel size:  

first aid kits/ bandaids  

Kleenex  

toothbrush and toothpaste 

shaving cream 

 

As a parish family we will be creating 50 Lazarus Bags 

with the goal of  seeking out those who are less fortu-

nate, and offering them a helping hand.  

 

Whether it is someone who is begging on the side of a 

highway, or someone who is sitting on a street corner 

with no roof over their head, we are called to recognize 

and help our neighbor in need.  

 

As a family read Luke 16: 19-31, and discuss where you 

might find someone in need. Each family will be given at 

least two bags and will be charged with finding their 

own personal “Lazarus” to give a bag to. If possible, be 

sure to get the name of the individual you give the bag 

to and add them to your personal prayer list.  

 

Please sign up for the items you wish to donate so that 

we do not double up on items. We will also accept cash 

donation as well if you are unable to get to the store.  

 

Please see Marissa Bailey, chair, or any member of the 

St. Photini Leadership team with any other questions.  

Fellowship of St. Photini 

St. Emilia’s Moms Group   

 

CALLING ALL MOTHERS: Next monthly meeting will take place on Sunday, January 

19th at 4:30pm For more information please reach out to Renea Becklehamer or Ad-

die Lanterman. 

FELLOWSHIP OF ST. PHOTINI 

I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 

you visited me, I was in prison and you came to 

me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 

thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you 

a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe 

you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and 

visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say 

to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my 

brothers, you did it to me.’ 
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