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 7/22 Patronal Feast 

 7/29 First Responders Blessing 

This month, on Sunday, July 22nd, we will be celebrating the feast day 
of our patroness, St. Mary Magdalene!  What a joy that it happens to 
fall on a Sunday this year! 
 
St. Mary Magdalene is known as the Apostle to the Apostles, Equal to 
the Apostles, and one of the Holy Myrrh Bearers.  That’s a lot of titles 
for a woman, living in a time where women were not held in the same 
regard as the men.  Yet the Church in Her wisdom, honors St. Mary 
with so many titles.  We honor this simple sinner, who went against 
the grain of society, and became a follower of Christ.   
 
There is a beautiful quote from St. Philaret that I know many of you 
have heard before, using the image of a fish swimming upstream.  He 
says:  “A fish that is alive, always swims against the flow of water, 
while one that is dead, floats in the water and is carried downstream.  
A True Christian goes against the current of a sinful age.  A false one is 
swept away by it’s swiftness.”   
 
What a beautiful image to describe our patroness St. Mary!  This anal-
ogy is even more profound, when we read what some Church tradi-
tions say about her early life.   
 
There is this mistaken and unbiblical idea, that Mary was a prostitute 
before she met Christ.  But through one of the oral traditions of the 
Church, we learn that Mary Magdalene, at a young age, led such a 
chaste life, that the devil thought she might be the one who would 
bear Christ into the world.  It was for this reason that the devil put up-
on her seven demons to torment her, and lead her into a life of sin.   
 

A Message from Fr. Gabriel 

Our Patroness, St. Mary Magdalene 

June in Review: 

 This past month was full of so many blessings, not the least of 

which was the visiting from the Weeping Mother of God!  THANK 

YOU to all who donated their time and talents to make the icon's 

visit a success!   
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This Month’s Scripture Readings 

 

July 1st:  

Luke 24:12-35 

Romans 10:1-10 

Matthew 8:28-9:1 

July 8th:  

Luke 24:36-53 

Romans 12:6-14 

Matthew 9:1-8 

July 15th: 

John 10:1-9; 17:1-13 

Romans 15:1-7 

Matthew 9:27-35 

July 22th: 

John 20:11-18 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 14:14-22 

July 29th: 

John 10:19-31 

1 Corinthians 3:9-17 

Matthew 14:22-34 

 

Pray for our sick and suffering brothers and sisters. 

His Beatitude Metropolitan 

Theodosius 

His Beatitude Metropolitan 
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His Eminence Archbishop 
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Finn 

Michael 
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Ella 
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Prayer Life 

Armed Forces Recently Departed this Life Catechumens Mother’s Child 

Matthew Beck - Air Force 

Michael Oginsky - U.S. Marines 

Patrick Tejkl - U.S. Marines 

Lindsey Cazatt - U.S. Navy 

Stephanie Bishop - U.S. Navy 

Jason Wilburn - Army Rangers 

Alex Suriano - Air National 

Guard 

Dallas Watson - U.S. Air Force 

Seraphim Lazar– Watson - U.S. 

Air Force 

Michael Robert Forsyth Solome Daugherty 

Christine Suriano 

Rachael Welch 

Kristen Jakubus 

Shannon 



We hear in St. Luke’s Gospel, how Christ freed her from these demons, and she followed him thereafter.  
Even at our Lord’s passion, St. Mary was not swept away by the currents of fear and denial like many of the 
Disciples.  She openly followed Jesus to Jerusalem, and was steadfast at the foot of the Cross with the The-
otokos…standing by Jesus in His darkest moments.  
 
After Christ’s Crucifixion, she continued to swim against the current of society.  St. Mary took courage with 
the other myrrh bearing women, and went to the tomb that her Lord was laid in. And because of that cour-
age, she was given the great gift of being the first person to see the Risen Lord, and announce the Resurrec-
tion.   
 
Our 21st century minds have a hard time grasping just how big of a deal it was for St. Mary to be the first per-
son to see Christ resurrected.  In that time, women were not considered credible witnesses.  They were not 
allowed to give testimony, because only the men were considered believable.  Yet to Jesus, this didn’t’ 
matter.  He trusted St. Mary to deliver the greatest news in the history of the world.  He saw her love for Him 
at the foot of the cross, when she shed tears of sorrow.   
 
Christ saw St. Mary’s dedication to Him, when the myrrh bearing women went to the tomb prepared to ask 
the Romans to move the stone away, so that they could anoint Jesus’s body.  He had for-seen that Mary 
would travel without fear to Rome, and announce the Resurrection to the capital of the Pagan Empire.   
Christ admired her struggle against the streams of a sinful society, and chose her to be the FIRST to see the 
Risen Christ!  
 
What would happen, dear brothers and sisters, if we were able to consistently swim against that stream of 

sin which we find ourselves in the fallen world?  The per-
sonal relationship that St. Mary Magdalene had with the 
Savior, is one that we spend our entire lives trying to 
achieve.  Through her life, our patroness shows us the 
path that we must follow.  Her life shows us that no 
matter what wrongs we have done in our lives up until 
now…there is still a chance to turn things around.    
 
Until the day which we breathe our last on this earth, we 
have the opportunity to do as St. Mary did…and flip the 
switch.  We have a unique situation in our Church today, 
because we are blessed with the presence and relics of 
this great “switch flipper”.  In our little home of Fenton, 
Michigan, we have a piece of the bone, from the very first 
person to see our Lord Resurrected.  This represents an 
undeniable and physical link to our Lord Himself...and I 
hope that every time you walk into the Church for the Di-
vine Services, you take a few moments to whisper a pray-
er into the ear of St. Mary Magdalene herself…asking her 
to pray to God for the courage to make the changes in our 
own lives, allowing us to struggle against the streams of 
sin, and come into the loving embrace of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

“Our Nation’s Weakest  Export?” Cont. 







Monthly Forecast 
Choir Rehearsal:  

Choir rehearsals will continue to take place on Sunday 

mornings at 9:20 AM.  We have a lot to prepare for 

this month, so please plan on being in attendance! 

Baptismal Liturgy:  

On Sunday, July 8th, we will be having a Baptismal 

Divine Liturgy for Luke Shephard, son of Subdeacon 

David and Sara, and grandson of Scott and Tina Shep-

ard.  The exorcism prayers will begin in the back of 

the Church at 9:40 AM.  Please plan on arriving early 

that Sunday!    

Parish Council Meeting:  

There is a parish council meeting scheduled 

for Tuesday, July 10th at 7:00 PM  

Compline and Confession Schedule:  

This month, we will be having Compline and Confes-

sion on Wednesday July 11th and Wednesday July 

18th.  Please see the calendar before making the 

trip on Wednesday evenings for services this month!  

Pan Orthodox Softball Game:  

On Sunday, July 15th, we will be having our annual 

Pan Orthodox Softball Game!  This years game will be 

played at St. Pius X School Baseball Field (3139 Ho-

garth Ave, Flint).  A picnic will begin at 4:00 PM, with 

the game beginning around 4:45 PM.  There is a sign 

up sheet in the vestibule!  Hope to see everyone 

there!  

Parish Feast Day:  

Our Patronal Feast Day, by the Glory of God, falls on 

a Sunday this year!  Sunday, July 22nd, we will cele-

brate our patroness!  Vespers and Lijtia will be 

on Saturday, July 21st, with Hours and Divine Liturgy 

at a special start time of 9:20 AM that Sunday!  After 

Divine Liturgy, Fr. Gabriel will be departing for the 

Orthodox Church in America's Conference in St. Louis, 

MO.  

Parish Council in Review 

This past parish council meeting was all about prep 

work for the big weekend with the Weeping Icon and 

the Diocesan Conference.  The council approved a 

much needed staining of the front railing and entry 

way into the Church.  A big thank you goes out to all 

who helped to prepare the inside and outside of our 

little "Church in the Woods" for the conference!  We 

are grateful to all who helped make the weekend a 

success!  

3rd Annual First Responder's Blessing and Apprecia-

tion Luncheon:  On Sunday, July 29th, we will be wel-

coming our First Responders for the annual blessing 

of vehicles.  This has become a truly wonderful sum-

mer event, which offers us the chance to show our 

appreciation for those heroes who risk life and limb 

to keep us protected.  Please spread the word for this 

event, and invite any first responders that you are 

close too!  This will also be our agape luncheon, so 

please bring a dish to share!  



"For I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was a stranger and you took me in, 

I was in prison and you came to me, 

I was sick and you visited me, I 

 was naked and  you clothed me.” 
An inclusive opportunity for community 

outreach led by the faithful. 

This month the Fellowship of St. Photini will be hosting the First Responders Blessing on 

Sunday, July 29th Following Divine Liturgy. There will be a picnic lunch to follow. Hot Dogs 

and Hamburgers will be provided so please bring a dish to pass and enjoy the company of 

those in our communities who work so hard for us. 

 

 

Please contact David Schutt, Roland Drummond, Bob Forsyth or Rebekah Humphreys if you 

would like any more information about upcoming projects or would like to donate to the 

works of The Fellowship of St. Photini. 

“And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I 

say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of 

these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ “ 

JULY: 

First Responders Blessing 

 

AUGUST: 

School Supply Drive 

 

DORMITION FAST: 

Habitat for Humanity 

 

OCTOBER: 

Cancer Blankets 

 

DECMEBER: 

Seminarian Gift Cards 

 

ADVENT FAST: 

FOCUS Backpack Feeding 

UPCOMING EVENTS 







Recommended Reading 

“ Spiritural  counsels of the Elder Paisios—With Pain 

and Love” 

 

This is the first volume of the series 'Spiritual Counsels of the Elder Paisios of Mount Athos'. It is di-

vided into four thematic parts. Each part is subdivided into chapters and every chapter into sections 

with the approprite subheadings; • Part 1 Sin and the Devil • Part 2 Modern Civilization • Part 3 The 

Spirit of God and the Spirit of the World • Part 4 The Church in our Times The Blessed Elder Paisios 

was born on 25th July 1924. From the time that he was a child, Elder Paisios lived an ascetic life, and 

was nourished by the lives of the Saints, whose feats he sought to imitate with great zeal and admira-

ble precision. He practised unceasing prayer, cultivating all along the virtues of humility and love. He 

led an ascetic life on Mount Athos, in the Holy Monastery of Stomion in Konitsa, and on Mount Sinai 

in Egypt. He lived in obscurity, giving himself completely to God, and God in 

turn revealed him and gave him to the whole world. He guided, consoled, 

healed and granted peace to multitudes of people who sought him. His sancti-

fied soul overflowed with divine love and his saintly face radiated the divine 

Grace. All day long, he tirelessly gathered the human pain and imparted divine 

consolation. He is the founder of the Holy Monastery of Saint John the Theolo-

gian in Souroti of Thessalonik, Greece, which he also guided spiritually for twen-

ty-eight years (1967-1994). After suffering excruciating pains, which, as he used 

to say, benefited him more than the ascetic struggles of his entire life, he fell 

asleep in the Lord on 12 July 1994  



THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY! 

Coffee Hour Volunteers Parish Greeters Epistle Readers 

July 1st:  

Lamb Roast 

July 8th:  

Michael & Annie Khoury 

July 15th: 

Brady & Kathy Damic 

July 22nd: 

Charles & Minka Owens 

July 29th: 

Terry & Freida Owens 

  

 

July 1st:   

Pat Smith 

July 8th:  

Steve & Sue Walton 

July 15th: 

Scott & Tina Shephard 

July 22nd: 

Elaine Boucher 

July 29th: 

David & Cindy Welch 

  

 

July 1st:  Rdr. Brian Walton & 

Sue Walton 

July 8th:  Rdr. Chris Ballnik & 

Sbdn Andrew Durand 

July 15th: Rdr Emanuel Wat-

son & Rdr. Brian Walton 

July 22nd: Janet Wiese & Rdr. 

Chis Ballnik 

July 29th: Rdr. John Auxier & 

Rdr Emanuel Watson 

  

 

Wishing you many blessed years! 

Happy Birthday 

 
 7– Scott Shephard 

 9– Ann Schutt & Anabell Durand 

 10– David Daugherty & Alex Branoff 

 12– Michael Popilchak 

 16– Dr. Melissa Royer 

 20– Ava Arnes 

 24– Nathaniel Auxier 

 25– Kathy Damic 

 26– Taylor Blohm 

 28– Daniel Lesho, Seraphim Lazar-Watson & Ro-

land Drummond 

 29– Megan Owens 

 31– Brigitte Ziegler 

Happy Anniversary 

 
 2– Charles & Minko Owens 

 14– George & Niki Naum 

 28– Sbdn Andrew & Meghan Durand 








