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When a new recruit beings his tour of duty in the military, they have to 
undergo an 8 week period, which calls them to push the limits of their 
body to places it has never been before.  This “boot camp” includes 
break of dawn workouts and lessons in discipline and obedience in an 
attempt to prepare them for what lies ahead.  The military knows that 
all of the things that young men and women need to learn about being 
a solider, cannot be taught to them unless they are in good physical 
and mental shape.  Recruits cannot learn or internalize information, 
unless they are properly prepared to hear it! 

 

For centuries, The Church has had its own version of a boot camp.  Lat-
er this month, from March 10th to the 16th, we will all take part in 
“Clean Week”, which if taken seriously, should be more difficult than 
anything we have experienced before! The battle field which we are 
preparing for is not some field that we can find on a map…it is the 
battlefield of life.  The freedom which we are fighting for is not from 
an oppressive government dictatorship…but rather freedom from our-
selves.  We embrace the Great Fast in order to conquer the demonic 
ranks, and to seek out and destroy our own personal struggles with 
evil!   

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Welcome to Great and Holy Lent!  

 

Each and every one stands as a new recruit for Christ.  And in the short 
gospel lesson for Forgiveness Sunday, our Commander gives us our 
very first marching orders for the Fast: 

A Message from Fr. Gabriel 

Orthodox Boot Camp 

Month in Review: 

 

This past month, we welcomed two new warriors for Christ, in Win-

ifred Anna and William Ezra, as they received Holy Baptism and 

Chrismation! Seth and Mia were joined in Holy Matrimony.  We 

also collected and distributed our annual Lazarus Bags for the 

homeless, and blessed our newest 70 pound bell, the 5th of our 

6 bell set!  Metanoia classes have wrapped up i for Great and 

Holy Lent, as we prepare for the Death and Resurrection of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  Welcome to Orthodox Boot Camp!  
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This Month’s Scripture Readings 

 

March 3rd:  

John 20:1-10 

1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2 

Matthew 25: 31-46 

March 10th: 

John 20:11-18 

Romans 13:11-14:3 

Matthew 6:14-21 

March 17th: 

John 20:19-31 

Hebrews 11:24-26, 32:12-2 

John 1:43-51 

March 24th: 

John 21:1-14, 10:9-16 

Mark 2:1-12 

March 31st: 

John 21:15-25, 10:9-16 

Mark 8: 34-9:1 
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Prayer Life 

Armed Forces Recently Departed this Life Catechumens Mother’s Child 

Matthew Beck - Air Force 

Michael Oginsky - U.S. Marines 

Patrick Tejkl - U.S. Marines 

Lindsey Cazatt - U.S. Navy 

Stephanie Bishop - U.S. Navy 

Jason Wilburn - Army Rangers 

Alex Suriano - Air National 

Guard 

Dallas Watson - U.S. Air Force 

Seraphim Lazar– Watson - U.S. 

Air Force 

Douglas 

Val 

Seth 

Shannon 

Nyomi  

Jay 

Tonya 

Alyssa 

Eliana 

Renee Auxier 
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“for if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive 
men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”   

 

Think about that statement for a moment.  These “marching orders” come just a few verses after Jesus 
teaches everyone the “Our Father”, a prayer that we say probably more times than we say any other prayer 
in the Orthodox Church.  Every time we recite it, we are asking for God to forgive us, in the same measure 
that we forgive others!  This becomes for us, either a tremendous encouragement, or an extremely frightful 
curse!  If we forgive those who wrong us, then the “Our Father” is a wonderful prayer to listen to.  However, 
if we we hold a grudge for a single sin of another…that prayer is our death!  Every time we are saying the 
Lord’s prayer, we are asking God to give us the same measure of forgiveness that we give to each other.  If 
we have a little humility, then we should be encouraged each and every time we recite that prayer.   

 

The Lord’s Prayer is also why we begin the Great and Holy Fast with asking forgiveness of one another, be-
cause this is truly what Lent is all about.  Fasting, almsgiving, and knowing the scriptures by heart…all of 
these are important virtues to acquire in the spiritual life.  But none of those things can hold a candle to a 
heart that is capable of not holding a single grudge, on a single person, over any single matter.   

 

We stand at the brink of Orthodox Boot Camp.  We have been given our marching orders. We all know the 
schedule of services that lies before us.  Now it is us to each and every one of us to take this time seriously, 
and place it over all other priorities in our lives.  There will be difficulties.  There will be struggles.  It will not 
be easy.  The demons will attack us both outside and in, but we remember the words of St. Paul in His Epistle 
to the Romans, that Salvation is closer to us today than it was this past year.  As all recruits who enter into 
boot camp, it’s important to keep our eyes fixed on that prize…which is why, just before we enter into the 
solemnity of Lent, the Church calls for the choir to give us a foretaste of victory when they will sing that 
beautiful hymn which we will hear again during Great and Holy Pascha:   

“Let God Arise…Let His enemies be shattered…for Today, A Sacred Pascha 
is revealed to us.” 
 

May God allow us the strength to 
enter into this season of repent-
ance with forgiveness on our 
hearts! 

 

 

“Orthodox Boot Camp” Cont. 





Monthly Forecast 
+Final Choir Rehearsal for Clean Week:  A Special 

Choir Rehearsal for Great Lent will be held on Thurs-

day, March 7th, at 6:30 PM at the Church!  Please 

make sure you are present, as that is our last full 

choir rehearsal before Clean Week!  

+Great and Holy Lent Begins!:  Forgiveness Sunday 

Vespers will follow Divine Liturgy on Sunday, Febru-

ary 10th!  Everyone please make sure you are pre-

sent that Sunday to kick off Great and Holy 

Lent!  The schedule for Clean Week includes the 

Canon of St. Andrew of Crete from Monday to Thurs-

day beginning at 6:30 PM (March 11th to 14th), and 

our first Pre-Sanctified Liturgy will be on Friday, 

March 15th at 6:30 PM, followed by a Lenten Pot-

Luck  

+Bring Your Icons:  Orthodoxy Sunday is on Sunday, 

February 17th!  Please be sure that everyone brings 

an icon from home for our special procession out-

side!  Children are also asked to bring their favorite 

icons for veneration after Divine Liturgy!  

+Miracle Working Icon Visitation and Lenten Re-
treat:  March 22nd to 24th will be one of the most 
memorable weekends for our parish community in 
some time!  We will be welcoming the St. Tikhon's 
Seminary Choir, the miracle working icon of St. An-
na, and Archimandrite Sergius (Abbot of St. Tikhon's 
Monastery) to our parish for an incredible weekend 
retreat!  Please see the flier that is attached to the 
bulletin, and RSVP to Fr. Gabriel for the retreat on 
Saturday!  

+Benefit Dinner at St. Sabbas Monastery:  On Fri-

day, March 22nd, we will all gather together at St. 

Sabbas Monastery in Harperwoods, Michigan for the 

Pre-Sanctified Liturgy beginning at 6:00 PM, followed 

by a special dinner at the Royal Eagle Restaurant, all 

of which will go to benefit St. Tikhon's Seminary.  

+Pilgrimage to Holy Dormition Monastery: On 

Wednesday of Clean Week (March 13th), we will be 

taking a small pilgrimage to Holy Dormition Monas-

tery in Rives Junction.  We will be meeting at the 

Church at 6:00 AM, and staying through the Pre-

Sanctified Liturgy which begins around 8:00 or so.  

+ Vesperal Liturgy for the Annunciation: There will 

be a Vesperal Liturgy for the Feast of the Annuncia-

tion at 6pm. At his point the location is still to be de-

termined.  

2019 Pan-Orthodox Divine Service Schedule Re-

leased: See the flyer below for the Pan-Orthodox 

Churches of Genesee County’s Service Schedule for 

Great Lent.  

“Where there is no prayer and fasting, there 

are demons.” -St. Theophan the Recluse 



"For I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was a stranger and you took me in, 

I was in prison and you came to me, 

I was sick and you visited me, I 

 was naked and  you clothed me.” 
An inclusive opportunity for community 

outreach led by the faithful. 

 

Fellowship of St. Photini needs your help to reach those in need in our communities. 

 

Thank you to all that donated toward the Lazarus Bag Project. Please take a bag with you 

to share with those in need in your community.  

 

Please contact David Schutt, Roland Drummond, Bob Forsyth or Rebekah Humphreys if you 

would like any more information about upcoming projects or would like to donate to the 

works of The Fellowship of St. Photini. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Ministry of Presence 

(2 fasting periods) 
Showing Compassion 

Ministry of Giving 
(6 months) 

Matthew 25 

Ministry of Hands-on Support 
(2 fasting periods) 

TBD 
(Lenten Fast) 
Chair: Leadership Team 
  
Summer Feeding with FOCUS 
(Sts. Peter and Paul Fast) 
Chair: Leadership Team 

February – Lazarus Bags 
Chair: Marisa Bailey 
  
May- St. Gabriel Project for Moth-
er’s Day 
Chair: Susan Walton 
  
July- First Responders Blessing 
Chair: Frieda Owens 
  
August- School Supply Drive 
Chair – Terri Oginsky 
  
October- Blanket making 
Chair- David Schutt/Susan Walton 
  
December- Seminarian Gift Cards 
Chair- Liz Ziats 
  
Ongoing- collecting used glasses for 
orphanages 
Chair- Jeanette Hildreth 

Habitat for Humanity or group pick 
(Dormition Fast) 
Chair: Leadership Team 
  
Backpack Feeding program: 
(Advent Fast) 
Chair: Leadership Team 

Fellowship of St. Photini 



ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (OCF) is the official campus ministry organization 

of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America. 

Prayers for our 

college students:  

Greg Auxier 

Nathaniel Auxier 

Katherine Arnes 

David Schutt 

Katherine Schutt 

Oliver Lazar Senter 

Elena Bucciarelli 

Emmanuel Watson 

Zachary Wilkinson 

Douglas Wilkinson 

 

 

Laura Khoury 

Rachael Hildreth 

Sydney Wilkinson 

Katerina  Jonescu 

Flint OCF: This past month, the OCF met at ZapZone in Brighton to play laser tag. We had a 

good turnout and afterwards we enjoyed some fellowship at a local restaurant. We have a 

few meetings in March, including volunteering at Carriage Town Ministries (3/16) and a 

meeting with Fr. Matthew Butrie (3/29). Finally, congratulations to long-time OCF members 

Seth and Mia Hillaker on their recent marriage.  

Prayer of a Student 

Christ my Lord, the Giver of light and wisdom, who opened the eyes of the 

blind man and transformed the fishermen into wise heralds and teachers 

of the gospel through the coming of the Holy Spirit, shine also in my mind 

the light of the grace of the Holy Spirit. Grant me discernment, under-

standing and wisdom in learning. Enable me to complete my assignments 

and to abound in every good work, for to You I give honor and glory. 

Amen. 

Prayers Before Study 

Most blessed Lord, send the grace of Your Holy Spirit on me to strengthen 

me that I may learn well the subject I am about to study and by it become 

a better person for Your glory, the comfort of my family and the benefit of 

Your Church and our Nation. Amen  

 

Christ, the true light, who enlightens and sanctifies every person coming 

into the world, let the light of Your countenance shine upon me (us) that I 

(we) may see Your unapproachable light; and guide my (our) steps in the 

way of Your commandments, through the intercessions of Your all-holy 

Mother and of all the Saints. Amen. 

Prayer After Study 

I thank You, Lord our God, that again on this occasion You have opened my 

eyes to the light of Your wisdom. You have gladdened my heart with the 

knowledge of truth. I entreat You, Lord, help me always to do Your will. 

Bless my soul and body, my words and deeds. Enable me to grow in grace, 

virtue and good habits, that Your name may be glorified, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

Reminder Every Sunday there are college group discussion/classes following 

Divine Liturgy. Deacon Michael will be leading the discussion. During this time of 

preparation for the Pascha of our Lord please make every effort to attend.   





It is important that all of our children and 

our entire families journey through the 

Lenten/Pascha season together. Please 

bring your children to all services through-

out Lent. If you have young children bring 

them in their pajamas and let them sleep, 

they are still gaining knowledge of the faith 

and you are showing them the importance 

of celebrating the services.  During Holy 

Week the upstairs will be a quiet refuge 

for parents and their children. Please 

bring blankets for them to rest while your 

family listen to the Passion of our Lord.  

Just a reminder that there is no class on For-

giveness Sunday (3/10), it is important that all of 

our children fully participate in this Lenten sea-

son. The last class until after Great and Holy 

Pascha will be on April 14th so our Children can 

participate fully in Palm Sunday and Holy Week. 

Sunday of Orthodoxy is on March 17th, bring 

your Icons for the procession. There will also be a 

children’s sermon that day in place of regular 

classes.  

 

Lastly, if you are interested in teaching or volun-

teering in any way with the Church School Pro-

gram for 2019-2020 please contact Matushka 

Laura.  

2018-2019 Church School Events 

March 10—No Class, Forgiveness Sunday 

March  17– No, Class, Sunday of Orthodoxy (Bring 

your Icons) 

April 21– No Class, Palm Sunday 

April 28– No Class, Pashca 

May 5– Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

May 12– Graduation & Ice Cream Social 

This Month’s Topics 

3/3-  Last Judgement 

3/10—No Class 

3/17– Children’s Sermon 

3/24– The Annuciation 

3/31—Raising of Lazarus 



CALLING ALL MOTHERS: This group would like the participation of all mothers in the 

parish as they begin their new parish ministry. This is a new ministerial group to our 

parish. For more information please reach out to Renea Becklehamer or Addy Lanterman  

 

Be on the look out for the link from TakeThemaMeal.com, we will be sending this out to 

help our new mothers after they have their babies.  

 

 

 

This group is currently reading: 

“Parenting Toward the Kingdom: Orthodox Christian Princi-

ples of Child-Rearing” by.: Philip Mamalkis 

 

 

 

 

Next Group Meetings:  

 

Sunday, March 3rd 

On Sunday, March 3rd the 

group will be discussing 

chapters 3 & 4 



Recommended Reading 

Meditations For Great Lent: 

Reflections on the Triodion  

 

 

The Lenten Triodion exhorts us, "Let us observe a fast acceptable and pleasing 

to the Lord." Using hymns from the Triodion and the Scripture readings ap-

pointed for the season, Meditations for Great Lent shows us how to make our 

fast acceptable: to fast not only from food but 

from sin; to fast with love and humility, as a 

means to an end and not an end in itself. Keep 

this gem of a book with you to inspire you for 

the Fast and to dip into for encouragement as 

you pursue your Lenten journey.  



THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY! 

Coffee Hour Volunteers Parish Greeters Epistle Readers 

March 3: 

Scott & Tina Shephard 

(Meatfare) 

March 10: 

Katherine Senter (Cheesefare) 

March 17: 

Steve & Sue Walton (Fasting) 

March 24: 

Bruce & Rebecca Watson-Lazar 

(Fasting) 

March 31:  

David & Cindy Welch (Fasting) 

March 3: 

Wes & Donna Nakagiri 

March 10: 

Mia Jonascu Hillaker 

March 17: 

Pat Smith 

March 24: 

Scott & Tina Shephard 

March 31: 

Steve & Sue Walton 

March 3: Rdr Chris Ballnik & 

Sue Walton 

March 10: Janet Wiese & 

Sbdn. Andrew Durand 

March 17: Rdr. John Auxier & 

Rdr. Chris Ballnik 

March 24: Rdr. Nathan Auxier 

& Janet Wiese 

March 31: Jenni Otis & Rdr. 

John Auxier 

Wishing you many blessed years! 

Happy Birthday 

 

 7– Brianna Walton 

 12– Steven Kekel & Katrina Jonascu 

 18– Stphanie Onderchanin 

 20– John Auxier III 

 21– Joseph Suriano 

 22– Katherine Jannakos & Doug Ballnik 

 24– George Naum 

 27- Larry Shipley 

 31– Chris Burtka & Andrew Ziats 

Happy Anniversary 

 
 10– Brion & Theresa Cooley 



















 






