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“LET MY PRAYER ARISE” 

 November 2017 

We are nearing ever closer to the beginning of the season of the nativity.  In just under two weeks, we will 

begin our preparation for the coming of the Messiah.  As we fast and increase our prayer, our hearts will 

slowly be preparing themselves for the birth of Jesus Christ, who was not just an angel or a prophet…but truly 

God in the Flesh!  

 

In our western culture, this reality…this incredible truth…isn’t given enough “press”.   

 

Anyone who watches television or ventures out to a department store over the next few weeks, will not see 

the world for what it is.  This is a season where our culture tells us to shop, to fill our bellies, to drink, to be 

happy, and to pretend that all is well, because it’s the holiday season.  It is a time of year when many try to 

hide or forget the fact that we still live in a world that is filled with war, hatred, broken families, addiction, 

and every other sort of depravity, decay, and loss. 

 

For many people in the world, no matter what type of colorful 

wrapping paper society puts on it, we are also entering into the 

most depressing, stressful, and difficult time of the year. 

 

There is no magic elixir…no “perfect present”...and no man made 

fantasy which can heal or correct the problems of the world, or our 

own personal struggles through life.  But, by remembering and pre-

paring for the simple truth, that a Savior is about to be born among 

us, we are given the courage to realize that our difficult paths 

through life are NOT in vain.  

 

This, dearest brothers and sisters, is what the Nativity season is all 

about. 

 



Sunday, November 5th: 

Isaiah 43:9-14 

Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9; 5:15-6:3 

John 21:15-25 

1 Corinthians 12:27-13:8 

Matthew 10: 1, 5-8 

Galatians 6:11-18 

Luke 8:41-56 

 

Sunday, November 12th: 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Ephesians 2:4-10 

Luke 10:25-37 

 

Sunday, November 19th: 

Mark 16: 1-8 

Ephesians 2:14-22 

Luke 12:16-21 

 

Sunday, November 26th: 

Mark 16: 9-20 

Ephesians 4: 1-6 

Luke 13: 10-17 

 

This Month’s 
Scripture Readings 

The weeks of fasting which lead up to our Savior’s birth, do not 

have the same “bright sadness” that we find during Great Lent.  It 

is a joyful time of prayer and preparation!  Unlike the fleeting joy 

that we may receive when we take part in the cultural norms sur-

rounding Christmas, the Church offers us eternal joy, and a hope 

which obliterates all mourning for eternity!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His unimaginable and profound love is manifested through the 
fact, that He voluntarily came and endured the same suffering 
and death that we all face, so that he could conquer them for us 
through His glorious resurrection.  

The Birth of Christ is an incredibly reality. It is a glorious miracle. It 
stands as the single most important moment in the history of cre-
ation.  As much as we are tempted by the outside world, we can-
not let this magnificent truth to go un-noticed.   

The spiritual disciplines of the Nativity Fast, given to us by the wis-
dom of the Church, are tools that are necessary to help us grow in 
the humility, that is needed, in order to truly be amazed at the 
birth of our Lord.  Increasing our prayer life, both private and 
communal, will help us all call to God from the depths of our soul, 
giving us the focus that is needed in a world that views Christmas 
as a mere cultural celebration.  Forgiving our enemies and asking 
forgiveness of those we have wronged, will help us gain the hu-
mility that is needed to resist the self-centered desires that 
plague many during the “season of shopping”…freeing up our re-
sources to share with the “Lazarus” who sits at our doorstep.    

 

May our Lord strengthen us in our resolve to resist the social 

temptations that exist during the Nativity Season, and focus our 

energy towards the un-ending joy of the coming of the Messiah!  

We take our place with the angels, the shepherds, the 
prophets, the saints, and all of our departed loved ones, 
to rejoice together; because we realize that we have a 

God who LOVES US. 



St. Mary Magdalene 

Monthly Forecast 

 

Parish Council Update: 

The past parish council meeting was 

one of preparation for the upcoming 

year.  Fr. Gabriel highlighted the adult 

education classes that were being 

offered (The weekly Metanoia Class and 

the 3 part Lecture series on Worship 

and the Divine Liturgy) and offered an 

update on some of the projects that are 

happening in the Church (the new royal 

doors, our growing library, and the 

Good Friday Shroud that had been re-

stored by the nuns at Holy Dormition 

Monastery.)  This month's meeting in 

November will consist of preparation 

for our annual meeting in December.  

Annual Pledge: 

Please return your annual parish pledge 

card to Father Gabriel or Brian Arnes as 

soon as possible. Please help us fulfil 

the mission of our Church in the woods. 

Incase of Emergency: 

While Fr. Gabriel is on the Pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land from November 19-29th 

please contact Fr. Matthew at St. Nicho-

las in the case of an emergency.  We will 

still celebrate Divine Liturgy on Novem-

ber 26th with a guest Priest. 

Great Vespers and Confession: 

Beginning this month Vespers will be moved to 

4:00pm rather than 5:00 

Divine Liturgy for the Archangel Michael: 

Divine Liturgy will be celebrated on Wednesday, 

November 8th at 10:00am for the feast of the 

Archangel Michael. 

Choir Rehearsal: 

There will be a choir rehearsal on Saturday, No-

vember 11th  at 2:00pm 

Agape Meal: 

Sunday, November 12th will be our annual parish 

pork luncheon before the Nativity Fast. Please 

bring a side dish or dessert to pass. 

Molebin of Thanksgiving: 

We will have the Molebin of Thanksgiving on 

Wednesday, November 15th. This is also the start 

of the Nativity Fast so make every effort to be 

present.  

Special Start Time for Liturgy: 

Divine Liturgy will begin at 9:20am on Sunday, 

November 19th so that our Pilgrims to the Holy 

Land can leave for the airport.   

Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Tem-

ple: 

There will be a Vesperal Divine Liturgy at 6:00pm 

on Monday, November 20th at St. Nicholas Or-

thodox Church in Burton. 



Help Us Reach our Goal! 

 

An update on our Mortgage Initiative: 

 

By the Grace of God we are continuing 

to pay down our Church Mortgage.  

Mortgage Initiative  ANNUAL MEETING 

 
The Annual Meeting is scheduled 

for December 17th after the Divine 

Liturgy.  This is our first of 3 an-

nouncements for the annual 

meeting.   



Why fast before the Nativity? 

Question: I was wondering why we fast before Nativity. The Lenten fast seems more obvious. Also, from 

what foods do we normally fast from during the Nativity fast? 

Answer: We fast before the Great Feast of the Nativity in order to prepare ourselves for the celebration of 

Our Lord’s birth. As in the case of Great Lent, the Nativity Fast is one of preparation, during which we focus 

on the coming of the Savior by fasting, prayer, and almsgiving. 

By fasting, we “shift our focus” from ourselves to others, spending less time worrying about what to eat, 

when to eat, how much to eat, and so on in order to use our time in increased prayer and caring for the 

poor. We learn through fasting that we can gain control over things which we sometimes allow to control 

us—and for many people, food is a controlling factor.  

We live in the only society in which an entire TV network is devoted to food! While fasting from food, how-

ever, we are also challenged to fast from sin, from gossip, from jealousy, from anger, and from those other 

things which, while well within our control, we all too often allow to control us. 

Just as we would refrain from eating a lot before going to an expensive restaurant for dinner—if we “ruin 

our appetite” we will enjoy the restaurant less—so too we fast before the Nativity in order to more fully 

feast and celebrate on the Nativity itself. 

During the Nativity Fast, we are called upon to refrain from meat, dairy, fish, wine, and olive oil. At the same 

time, we are challenged, within this framework, to fast to the best of our ability, and to do so consistently.  

If we must modify the extent to which we fast within this framework, it is of course possible, but in every 

instance our fasting should be consistent and regular, for Christ does not see fasting as an option, but as a 

“must.”  

In Matthew Christ says, “WHEN you fast, do not be like the hypocrites,” not “IF you fast” or “IF YOU CHOOSE 

to fast.” 

Finally, it seems quite odd that in our society—a society in which people gladly and freely spend huge sums 

of money for diets, most of which recommend that one refrain from red meats and dairy products—fasting 

is not more widely embraced. How odd that a Jenny Craig consultant or diet guru or physician will tell us to 

refrain from eating meat or cheese or butter and we will gladly embrace—and pay large sums of money 

for—his or her advice, while when the Church offers the same advice [at “no cost”] we tend to balk, as if we 

were being asked to do the impossible. 



“I was sick and you visited Me…” This month’s 

Matthew 25 project we will be distributing  Lazarus 

Bags to homeless and those in need in our communi-

ties.  

 

See the flyer for more information on items that are 

needed.  

Compassion in Action (CiA): 

Members of the Compassion in Action program are trained to visit and 

provide care to hurting members of the parish or neighbors in the commu-

nity. CIA is made of up individuals who want to practice being "the gentle 

presence of Christ" to the suffering in this world.  This program allows our 

parish family an organized place to live out the calling which Christ spoke 

about in Matthew 25.  

The next CiA meeting will be Sunday, November 5th 

"For I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was a stranger and you took me in, 

I was in prison and you came to me, 

I was sick and you visited me, I 

 was naked and  you clothed me.” 

Annual Seminarian Giving 

Tree: 

The giving tree will be in 

place, God wiling, by No-

vember 15th so that we 

may collect these gifts and 

have them distributed by 

the Nativity Feast. 



Sunday School 

This month’s topics: 

November 5th: Isaac 

November 12th: Jacob 

November 19th: Joseph 

November 26th: Moses 

Important Dates to Remember: 

December 10th: St. Nicholas 

Celebration/ Nativity Pageant 

December 16th: Card Making 

2pm followed by Vespers 

December  24th, 31st & January 

7th: NO CLASSES 

January 20th: Movie Night fol-

lowing Vespers 

February 11th: Bake Sale 

February 18th: NO CLASSES—

Forgiveness Sunday 

April 8th: PASCHA 

April 15th: Shortened Lesson & 

Easter egg hunt 

May 6th: End of Year Celebra-

tion & Graduation 

2017-18 Church School Volunteer Assignments 

 

Coordinator: Jennie Otis 

Ages 3-5: Mat. Laura, Tammy Arnes 

Ages 6-9: David Welch, Chris Ballnik, Cindy Welch (Back up) Renea 

Becklehhamer (Fill-in) 

Ages 10-12: Ann Schutt, Renee Auxier, Christine Auxier 

Teen Group: Sbdn. Andrew Durand, Meghan Durand, Sharon Wat-

son 

Upper High School & OCF: Fr. Garbriel & Dn. Michael  

Child Care: Tammy Arnes, Joyce Ballnik, Renea Becklehamer, 

Elaine Boucher, Terri Oginsky, Joe Suriano 

Last month we had a few opportunities to enjoy the beautiful fall 

season as a parish family! I would like to thank everyone that was 

able to participate in the Cider Mill trip and/or Trunk or Treat!  

Many of our students were able to be a part of the FOCUS Back-

pack feeding event, helping out those in our community less fortu-

nate than us. Continuing with the Matthew 25 project Fr. Gabriel 

has started, the church school students will be getting together 

early next month to make Christmas Cards to send to children in 

our area.  Be sure to look for more communication as the date 

gets closer!  

During the month of November we will continue our focus on the 

Old Testament. We have already covered so many wonderful les-

sons including Noah, Tower of Babel, and many more! 



ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (OCF) is the official campus ministry organiza-

tion of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America. 

Prayers for our college students:  

Greg Auxier, 

Nathaniel Auxier, 

Katherine Arnes 

Elisabeth Dalbo 

Gabrielle Royer 

David Schutt 

Katherine Schutt 

Oliver Lazar Senter 

Elena Bucciarelli 

Flint OCF: 

The last month has been an exciting one for our local OCF 
chapter. On September 30th we volunteered at the Center for 
Hope Soup Kitchen in Flint. On October 13th (yes, Friday the 
13th, scary I know), we went to a local haunted house. Unfor-
tunately we didn't have a good turnout so we went with plan B 
and had dinner at Panera. From October 20th - 22nd we sent 
some of our members to the Fall Midwest Retreat at St. 
Iakovos Retreat Center in Kanasville, WI. It was a great week-
end of worship, fellowship, and fun. On October 27th we met 
at St. George where we listened to our guest speaker Fr. Joe 
talk about "the Role of Women in the Church." It was very in-
teresting.  

Oakland OCF: 

 
We will have our fist meeting in the month of 
November on the 2nd it will be at St. Mark’s in 
Rochester Hills. We will also be attending a 
lecture “Men, Woman and Marriage: The build-
ing Blocks of the Church” with guest lecturer 
Frederica Mathews Green.  



Let us Pray to the Lord 

The Theology and Incredible Stories Surrounding 

the 

Divine Liturgy and Great Vespers  

 

The Diving Liturgy and Great Vespers are two of the oldest 

worship services in all of Christendom (St. Basil the Great’s 

Liturgy dates back to the 4th century!) Throughout the centu-

ries, there have been many stories and miracles that have 

happened during these services, where heaven and earth lit-

erally touch each other!  In a three week study, Fr. Gabriel 

will highlight the meaning behind these ancient services, as well as share some of the well-

known miracles associated with celebrating the Holy Mysteries! 

 

Monday, November 13th, 6:30 PM 

Monday, December 11th, 6:30 PM  

 

The slideshow and podcast of these classes are available on our Parish Website 

“Metanoia” Learning To Change One’s Heart For God  

 

Learning the Ways of the Early Christians, St. Vladimir the Great, a prince of Kievan Rus in 

the 10th century, sent envoys to all of the civilized world, looking at the various religions that 

were being practiced at the time. The response that impressed him the most, was the group 

that returned from an Orthodox Christian service in Constantinople, where his servants mar-

veled at this ancient Christian service saying: “We knew not weather we were in heaven, or 

still on earth.”  

In a Christian World now littered with various denominations, each teaching a different ver-

sion of the same Gospel, have you ever wondered or thought about what the earliest Chris-

tians taught, how they worshiped, and what they be-

lieved? Now is your opportunity to come and experi-

ence what those emissaries saw over 1000 years ago!  

 

Fr. Gabriel will be offering a 14 week introductory 

course on the Eastern Orthodox Faith, whose worship 

and teachings have not changed since the time of Christ 

and the Apostles.  

 

2017-2018 

Orthodoxy 101 Courses 

 

November  1st 

November 7th (Tuesday) 

November 15th 

from 6:00-7:30 PM  



Recommended reading this month. 

“SUFFERING and the Nature of Healing” 

Dr. Daniel B Hinshaw 

Suffering and the Nature of Healing explores the central relationship between the Incarna-

tion of the Word of God as Jesus Christ and the nature of healing within the understanding 

of traditional Christianity. This understanding and teaching regarding sin, suffering, and 

death have had tremendous impact on the care of the sick. With increased secularization, 

the unique perspective of traditional Christianity is largely being lost from health care. There is much in 

modern health care that is very good and could be recognized and blessed as consistent with traditional 

Christian teaching and practice; there is much that is not. 

 

The first part of the book explores the human dilemma posed by suffering. The 

second part examines the nature of the encounter between the suffering person 

seeking help and the persons offering to help. The third and final part addresses 

the possibility of healing independent of cure, even in the context of death. Thus, 

this book will review the relationship of modern health care practice to traditional 

Christianity and the Church s understanding of health, disease, and healing, in or-

der to give a better sense of how traditional Christianity can more effectively in-

terface with secular health care.  

Our Parish Library is growing!! 

 

We still are looking for donations from our parishioners  to donate their used Orthodox 

Books to our new parish library. If you have already read your books, do not leave them to 

collect dust lend them to the parish.  You will still be able to come and take them out of the 

Church library whenever you want! 

All book donations should be given to 

either Fr. Gabriel or 

Rdr. Brian Phillip Walton!  

 

We appreciate your help! 



 

St. Mary Magdalene Prayer Life 

 

Pray for our sick and suffering brothers and sisters. 

Sam Elston 

Dennis Perez 

Elaine Gejoff 

Anton Petrenko 

Violette Griffin 

John Wiese 

Haley Novak 

Marie Corbin 

Colleen 

Matushka Laryssa 

Megan Richardson 

Jessica, Stephanie, Glen 

and Dan 

Dennis and Manuela 

Mary Kallai 

Ann 

Sam 

Michael and Melody 

Baby Ari 

Salome & David 

Vinnie 

Marcella Moorman 

Helen Soroka 

Lynn Larson 

Autumn Smith 

Jennifer and John Shann 

Steve Kekel 

Katherine Fortier 

John White 

Rose Marie Khoury 

Donna 

Philip 

Elnora Tyrell 

Kay 

Alex 

Helen & Michael 

Ernest 

Tina Shephard  

Melody 

Michael 

Nancy 

Bridgette 

Barbara 

Nancy 

Phil 

Peter Pytleski 

Infant Samantha 

James Cikalo 

Kari Ortiz 

Frank 

Carol 

Joane 

Billy 

Nabeel 

Catherine 

Carol 

Susan 

Lon  

 

 

 

Prayers for our armed forces: 

Matthew Beck—First Lieutenant-Air Force   Stephanie Bishop—U.S. Navy 

Michael Oginsky—Major—U.S. Marines   Jason Wilburn—Corporal– Army Rangers 

Patrick Tejkl—U.S. Marines     Alex Suriano—Ohio Air National Guard 

Lindsey Cazatt—U.S. Navy     Dallas Watson—U.S. Air Force  

Prayers for those recently 

departed this life: 

 

Gregory   Clemence Frank 

Mothers with child: 

Sara Shephard  

Kristen Wolf 



 

Wishing you many blessed years! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 2– Sawyer Yonan 

 4-Zachary Wilkinson 

 6– Gregory Auxier 

 7– Sbdn Paul Hildreth & Thomas Yonan 

 11– Rdr. Brian Walton 

 12– Sue Walton 

 14– Dr. Janet Frick 

 15-Justin Auxier 

 19– Pamela Grubaugh 

 22– Rdr. Christopher Ballnik & 

            Renea Becklehamer 

 29– Julia Auxier 

 30– Ezekiel Watson  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 20– Scott & Tina Shephard  

Thank you to our angels who serve our community! 
Coffee Hour Volunteers 

November 5th:  

Rdr. Mark & July Yonan 

November 12th: (Agape Meal) 

Pat Matts 

November 19th 

Freida & Terry Owens 

November 26th 

Minka & Charles Owen 

 

Parish Greeters 

November 5th:  

Steve & Sue Walton 

November 12th: 

Scott & Tina Shephard 

November 19th: 

Elaine Boucher 

November 26th: 

David & Cindy Welch 

 

Epistle Readers 

November 5th:  Jennifer Otis & 

Rdr. Nathaniel Auxier 

November 12th: Sue Walton & 

Sbdn. Paul Hildreth 

November 19th: Sbdn. Andrew Du-

rand & Jennifer Otis 

November 26th: Rdr. Brian Walton & 

Sue Walton 

 
















