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Important Dates to 

Remember 

 10/1 Divine Liturgy for the Pro-

tection of the Theotokos 

 10/3 Mentanoia Begins 

 10/6 Readers Workshop 

 10/6 Pilgrimage to St. Sabbas 

 10/18 Liturgy for St. Luke 

 10/20 Spicer’s Orchard 

 10/21 Baptismal Liturgy & Chili 

Cookoff 

 10/25 St. Photini Event, back-

pack feeding 

 10/28 Truck– or –Treat 

Anyone who has taken a look at the Liturgical calendar for the 
year, knows that the Ancient Christian Church has put a large 
emphasis on the Theotokos.  In August, we celebrated her Dor-
mition.  Last month, we celebrated her Nativity. Next month, we 
celebrate her entrance into the temple.  And this month, on Oc-
tober 1st, we celebrate the feast of her Protection.   
 
All of these feasts of the Theotokos throughout the year bring up 
an interesting question for those who did not grow up in the An-
cient Christian Faith:  Why is Mary so important? 
 
Recently, I had the opportunity to take a retreat to a local mon-
astery, where I spent some time in solitude overlooking the mo-
nastic cemetery.  Sitting in peace, away from the business of life, 
my gaze came upon some freshly dug graves…and it was in those 
moments of contemplating death that I realized what made the 
Virgin Mary the greatest of all of the saints.  She was the first 
person to truly realize the reality of our human existence:  “We 
are nothing”. 
 
We learn from Genesis, that at our very core, we are made of dirt 
from the ground.  Eventually, no matter what our race is, no 
matter our social status, no matter how much people love or 
hate us in this life, we all will end up as dirt once again in the not 
so distant future. 
 
“I am nothing” 
 
This sounds like such a depressing statement to the human ear 
doesn’t it?  If we were to walk into a therapist’s office this after-
noon with those words, we would have a special appointment 
booked for us on the spot!  We have become so obsessed with 
trying to live our lives by our own strength, by our own rules, and 
by our own sets of standards, that to admit failure…to admit that 
we are not capable of doing something, is considered a weak-
ness.  It is a disease that we need to be treated for. 

A Message from Fr. Gabriel 

Most Holy Theotokos Save Us! 
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This Month’s Scripture Readings 

 

October 7th:  

John 20: 11-18 

2 Corinthians 11: 31-12:9 

Luke 7: 11-16 

October 14th: 

John 20: 19-31, 17:1-13 

Galatians 1: 11-19 

Luke 8:5-15 

October 21st: 

John 21:1-14 

Galatians 2: 16-20 

Luke 16: 19-31 

October 28th: 

John 21: 1-14 

Galatians 2: 16-20 

Luke 16: 19-31 
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Prayer Life 

Armed Forces Recently Departed this Life Catechumens Mother’s Child 

Matthew Beck - Air Force 

Michael Oginsky - U.S. Marines 

Patrick Tejkl - U.S. Marines 

Lindsey Cazatt - U.S. Navy 

Stephanie Bishop - U.S. Navy 

Jason Wilburn - Army Rangers 

Alex Suriano - Air National 

Guard 

Dallas Watson - U.S. Air Force 

Seraphim Lazar– Watson - U.S. 

Air Force 

 Seth 

Nyomi 

Matushka Laura Bilas 

Solome Daugherty 

Renee Auxier 

 



 
So why is it, that this simple sentence, “I am nothing”, means everything to us as Orthodox Chris-
tians?  The answer is one simple word…and it is a word that epitomizes just how important of an ex-
ample the Theotokos needs to be in our lives…”humility”.   
 
We hear that word, “humility”, a lot in Holy Orthodoxy.  Every single Gospel lesson we read through-
out the year, has something that has to do with selflessness.  Our task is to learn to love God, and 
everyone else in this world, above ourselves.  All of the writings and teachings of the Church heark-
en back to one theme:  The humility that we gain by realizing that without God, “we are nothing”. 
 
I know that many reading this are probably thinking that this must have been one depressing mo-
ment, while sitting at that monastery and overlooking the cemetery…having newly dug graves re-
mind me of the frail reality of our existence.  This is why I saved the best part for last, because it did-
n’t take long for my gaze to turn from what was on the ground, to what stood above it.  Rows and 
rows of the most beautiful crosses which littered the cemetery…all of them put there to remind us 
of one simple but wonderful truth:  Standing next to God, we are nothing…yet we mean EVERY-
THING to Him.   
 
This is the great and universal truth about our lives!  Yes, there are difficulties.  Yes, there are strug-
gles.  Yes, there are times when we feel broken, lost, and “like nothing”.  But the one thing that can 
never be taken from us, is that no matter how bad life can get, no matter how much the devil plays 
his games with us, the cross is always there to remind us of God’s love for us.  The world can take 
everything away from us, but the one thing that it will never touch…the one shred of hope that we 
will always have…is how precious we are to the creator of all. 
 
May we all take the steps in our spiritual lives to emulate the humility and faith of the Theotokos, 
who saw past all of the difficulties of life, and focused solely on the Love of Her Son, our Great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

“Most Holy Theotokos Save Us” Cont. 



Monthly Forecast 
Protection of the Theotokos:  On Monday, October 

1st, we will be celebrating the Feast of the Protection 

of the Theotokos with a morning Divine Liturgy, be-

ginning at 10:00 AM.    

Metanoia Classes Begin!:  The fall semester of 

Metanoia will be 7 weeks, beginning on October 3rd 

and running through November 14th.  We will be 

talking about a variety of topics that have to do with 

the Orthodox Faith, including what we believe about 

the sacraments, death, and theodicy (why bad things 

happen to good people).  Please let Fr. Gabriel know 

if you will be regularly attending so that he can print 

a workbook for you to follow along!  

Readers Workshop:  For anyone who has ever want-

ed to learn how to read in the Church Services, we 

will be holding our second annual reader's workshop 

on Saturday, October 6th, at 3:00 PM.  This workshop 

is for all current readers, and those who want to learn 

and be added to our regular epistle lists!    

Monastery Pilgrimage:  On Saturday, October 6th, 

after the reader's workshop, we will be meeting at St. 

Sabbas Monastery in Harper Woods, Michigan for 

Great Vespers with the Myrrh Streaming Iveron 

Icon.  Great Vespers is at 6:00, followed by a tour of 

the monastery, and a short meal.  There will be no 

Great Vespers at St. Mary Magdalene that evening!  

 

Divine Liturgy for St. Luke:  On Thursday, October 

18th, we will be celebrating the Divine Liturgy for St. 

Luke at 10:00 AM!  

Backpack Feeding Event:  Our St. Photini outreach 

event for October is the FOCUS Backpack Feeding, 

being held here at St. Mary Magdalene on Thursday, 

October 25th.  We will be putting together 500 meals 

for hungry families in Detroit, and we need all hands 

on deck!  Please mark this date in your calendars!  

Blanket's for Cancer Patients:  Also this month, as 

part of our St. Photini outreach, we will be putting 

together blankets for cancer patients.  Each family 

will be given a kit, and will be asked to make a blan-

ket to be returned to the Church no later than Sun-

day, October 28th.  See the St. Photini page for more 

details.  

Chili Cook-Off:  In lieu of our monthly agape meal, 

our third annual parish Chili Cook-Off will be taking 

place on Sunday, October 21st at our parish hall!  The 

winner will receive an icon of St. Euphrosynos the 

Cook!  Don't forget to bring your best chili recipe!    

Trunk or Treat:  Our Church School will be having the 

parish Trunk or Treat on Sunday, October 28th after 

the Divine Liturgy!  Decorate your trunk and bring 

some sweets for the children to have as they dress up 

(remember to keep the costumes appropriate, even 

though we will be outside in the parking lot!). Also, 

please keep in mind the peanut allergies for some of 

our children!  

Parish Family Trip to Spicers!:  For the second year in 

a row, we will be traveling to Spicer's Cider Mill on 

Saturday, October 20th after Great Vespers.  This is 

sponsored by the Church School, and includes a hay 

ride, cider, and doughnuts!  We had a great turnout 

last year and we hope that it's even bigger this year!    



"For I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was a stranger and you took me in, 

I was in prison and you came to me, 

I was sick and you visited me, I 

 was naked and  you clothed me.” 
An inclusive opportunity for community 

outreach led by the faithful. 

 

Fellowship of St. Photini needs your help to reach those in need in our communities. 

 

This month we will be making the fleece tie blankets for local cancer patients, please see 

Susan Walton for further information. 

 

On October 25th, we will gather at 6:30pm for our annual FOCUS Backpack Feeding Event. 

 

Please contact David Schutt, Roland Drummond, Bob Forsyth or Rebekah Humphreys if you 

would like any more information about upcoming projects or would like to donate to the 

works of The Fellowship of St. Photini. 

“And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least 

of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ “ 

DECMEBER: 

Seminarian Gift Cards 

 

ADVENT FAST: 

FOCUS Backpack Feeding 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Fellowship of St. Photini 



We are off to a great start of the year with nearly 

30 children signed up for our church school pro-

gram. This year our focus is on the Gospels and 

Great Feasts, we are looking forward to learning 

more!  

We will be doing a candle fundraiser this year 

through "Our Own Candle Company" please con-

sider supporting our program while also getting 

some holiday shopping done! 

This month we look forward to our annual fall 

events!  

Church school sponsored parish outing to Spic-

ers Cider Mill October 20th following Vespers 

Annual Trunk-or-Treat on October 28th (this will 

be in place of class that week) 

Our volunteers this year: 

Renee Auxier, Doug Auxier, Chris 

Ballnik, Renea Becklehamer, The-

resa Cooley, Lori Drummond, 

Sbdn. Andrew Durand, Meghan 

Durand, Terri Oginsky, Jenni Otis, 

Sharon Watson, Cindy Welch, Da-

vid Welch, Mat. Laura 

2018-2019 Church School Events 

October 20– Fall Outing at Spicer’s Cider Mill 

October 28– No Class, Truck –or-Treat 

December 9– St. Nicholas Visit 

March 10—No Class, Forgiveness Sunday 

April 21– No Class, Palm Sunday 

April 28– No Class, Pashca 

May 5– Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

May 12– Graduation & Ice Cream Social 

This Month’s Topics 

 

10/7-Presentation of our Lord 

10/14– The 3 Kings 

10/21– Flight into Egypt 



ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (OCF) is the official campus ministry organization 

of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America. 

Prayers for our 

college students:  

Greg Auxier 

Nathaniel Auxier 

Katherine Arnes 

David Schutt 

Katherine Schutt 

Oliver Lazar Senter 

Elena Bucciarelli 

Emmanuel Watson 

Zachary Wilkinson 

Douglas Wilkinson 

 

 

Laura Khoury 

Rachael Hildreth 

Sydney Wilkinson 

Flint OCF: 

 

This school year was off to a great start with a Pan-OCF bonfire with chapters represented from Flint, 

MSU, Oakland University and Ann Arbor. We also got together to hear Fr. Bob Royer discuss miracles in 

The church.   

Prayer of a Student 

Christ my Lord, the Giver of light and wisdom, who opened the eyes of the 

blind man and transformed the fishermen into wise heralds and teachers 

of the gospel through the coming of the Holy Spirit, shine also in my mind 

the light of the grace of the Holy Spirit. Grant me discernment, under-

standing and wisdom in learning. Enable me to complete my assignments 

and to abound in every good work, for to You I give honor and glory. 

Amen. 

Prayers Before Study 

Most blessed Lord, send the grace of Your Holy Spirit on me to strengthen 

me that I may learn well the subject I am about to study and by it become 

a better person for Your glory, the comfort of my family and the benefit of 

Your Church and our Nation. Amen  

 

Christ, the true light, who enlightens and sanctifies every person coming 

into the world, let the light of Your countenance shine upon me (us) that I 

(we) may see Your unapproachable light; and guide my (our) steps in the 

way of Your commandments, through the intercessions of Your all-holy 

Mother and of all the Saints. Amen. 

Prayer After Study 

I thank You, Lord our God, that again on this occasion You have opened my 

eyes to the light of Your wisdom. You have gladdened my heart with the 

knowledge of truth. I entreat You, Lord, help me always to do Your will. 

Bless my soul and body, my words and deeds. Enable me to grow in grace, 

virtue and good habits, that Your name may be glorified, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

Reminder Every Sunday there are college group discussion/classes following 

Divine Liturgy. Deacon Michael will be leading the discussion. During this time of 

preparation for the Pascha of our Lord please make every effort to attend.   



Adult Education 



Recommended Reading 

With  Pain and Love for Contemporary Man 

Saint Paisios of Mount Athos Spiritual Counsels 
 

This is the first volume of the series 'Spiritual Counsels of the Elder Paisios of Mount Ath-

os'. It is divided into four thematic parts. Each part is subdivided into chapters and every chapter into 

sections with the approprite subheadings; • Part 1 Sin and the Devil • Part 2 Modern Civilization • Part 

3 The Spirit of God and the Spirit of the World • Part 4 The Church in our Times The Blessed Elder Paisi-

os was born on 25th July 1924. From the time that he was a child, Elder Paisios lived an ascetic life, and 

was nourished by the lives of the Saints, whose feats he sought to imitate with great zeal and admirable 

precision. He practised unceasing prayer, cultivating all along the vir-

tues of humility and love. He led an ascetic life on Mount Athos, in the 

Holy Monastery of Stomion in Konitsa, and on Mount Sinai in Egypt. 

He lived in obscurity, giving himself completely to God, and God in 

turn revealed him and gave him to the whole world. He guided, con-

soled, healed and granted peace to multitudes of people who sought 

him. His sanctified soul overflowed with divine love and his saintly 

face radiated the divine Grace. All day long, he tirelessly gathered the 

human pain and imparted divine consolation. He is the founder of the 

Holy Monastery of Saint John the Theologian in Souroti of Thessalonik, 

Greece, which he also guided spiritually for twenty-eight years (1967-

1994). After suffering excruciating pains, which, as he used to say, 

benefited him more than the ascetic struggles of his entire life, he fell 

asleep in the Lord on 12 July 1994.  



THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY! 

Coffee Hour Volunteers Parish Greeters Epistle Readers 

October 7th:  

Joyce & Doug Ballnik 

October 14th:  

Elaine Boucher 

October 21st: 

Mark & Julie Yonan 

October 28th: 

Roland & Lori Drummond 

  

 

October 7th: 

Steve & Sue Walton 

October 14th:  

Scott &Tina Shephard 

October 21st: 

Elaine Boucher 

October 28th: 

David & Cindy Welch 

  

October 7th: Rdr John Auxier 

& Rdr David Schutt 

October 14th:  Sbdn Andrew 

Durand &  Janet Wiese 

October 21st: Rdr Nathan 

Auxier & Rdr John Auxier 

October 28th: Jenni Otis & 

Sbdn Andrew Durand 

  

Wishing you many blessed years! 

Happy Birthday 

 
 2– Grayson Welch 

 3– Terri Oginsky & Rdr. Greg Jannakos 

 4– Laruen Owens 

 6– Joseph Yonan 

 8– Lori Drummond 

 10– Doug Auxier & Asher Wolf 

 14– Marisa Bailey & Isabella Otis 

 15– Irelynd Otis & Riley Wilkinson 

 16– Joyce Ballnik 

 17– Kristen Owens 

 18– Alexandra Kekel & John Walton 

 19– Oliver Senter & Seth Hillacker 

 22– James Oginsky 

 24– Rilynn Jannakos 

 29-Brady Damic 

Happy Anniversary 

 
 6– Jeremy & Taylor Blohm 

 9– Steven & Elizabeth Kekel 

 10– John & Brianna Walton 

 12– Bob & Michelle Forsyth 

 16– Rdr. Chris & Robyn Ballnik 

 26– Kurt & Ann Schutt 














