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Important Dates to 

Remember 

 9/5 Annual Pet Blessing 

 9/8 Nativity of the Theotokos 

 9/9 Start of Church School 

 9/13 Exaltation of the Cross 

 9/25 Konevets Chior 

 9/26 Night under the stars 

This coming month, we celebrate the feast of the Exaltation of 
the Precious and Life-Giving cross.  We re-live the world’s first 
coming into contact with the tree of redemption, by the uncover-
ing the instrument of our salvation by Empress Helena in 326 AD.   
 
In order to better understand this life-giving wood, and to pre-
pare us better for the feast in which we celebrate in a few short 
weeks, we will once again ask for a “word” from St. Theodore the 
Studite, on the importance and magnitude of the wood of the 
cross. 
 
How precious the gift of the Cross!  How splendid it is to contem-
plate!   
 
On the Cross, there is no mingling of good and evil, as in the tree 
of paradise!  It is wholly beautiful to behold, and good to taste.  
The fruit of this tree is not death…but life.  It is not darkness…it is 
light.  This tree does not cast us out of Paradise…but rather opens 
the way for our return.   
 
This was the Tree on which Christ, like a king on a chariot, de-
stroyed the devil and lord of death, and freed the human race 
from tyranny.  This was the Tree upon which the Lord, like a 
brave warrior in hands, feet, and side, healed the wounds of sin 
that the evil serpent had inflicted on our nature.  

A Message from Fr. Gabriel 

By the Wood of the Cross 

August in Review: 

 

Our parish family is blessed to welcome the newly illumined warrior 

of God Bob (Theophan) Forsyth into our parish family. We were also 

able to welcome our two newest Catechumens, Seth and Nyomi, in-

to our family as they make their journey home.  
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This Month’s Scripture Readings 

 

August  5th:  

John 21:1-14 

1 Corinthians 4: 9-16 

Matthew 17: 14-23 

August 12th:  

John 21: 15-25 

1 Corinthians 9:2-12 

Matthew 18: 23-35 

August 19th: 

Matthew 28: 16-20 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Matthew 19: 16-26 

August 26th: 

Mark 16: 1-8 

1 Corinthians 16: 13-24 

Matthew 21: 33-42 

 

Pray for our sick and suffering brothers and 

His Beatitude Metropolitan 

Theodosius 

His Beatitude Metropolitan 

Herman 

His Eminence Archbishop 

Melchisedek 

Archpriest Dimitri Vincent 

Subdeacon Paul Hildreth 

Susan 

Vinnie 

Autumn 

Katherine 

John 

Anne 

Katherine 

Anastasia 

Alex 

Elaine 

Bill 

Carol 

Anne 

Carolyn 

Manuela 

Frankie 

John 

Stacie 

Bryan 

Doug 

Megan 

Duncan 

Perpetua 

Pat 

Jan 

Kyle 

Aiden  

Lon 

Lon 

James 

Joanna 

Sandy 

Finn 

Michael 

Theodora 

Damian 

Ella 

Elnora 

Michael 

Peter 

James 

Michael 

Maryann 

 

Prayer Life 

Armed Forces Recently Departed this Life Catechumens Mother’s Child 

Matthew Beck - Air Force 

Michael Oginsky - U.S. Marines 

Patrick Tejkl - U.S. Marines 

Lindsey Cazatt - U.S. Navy 

Stephanie Bishop - U.S. Navy 

Jason Wilburn - Army Rangers 

Alex Suriano - Air National 

Guard 

Dallas Watson - U.S. Air Force 

Seraphim Lazar– Watson - U.S. 

Air Force 

 Seth 

Nyomi 

Solome Daugherty 

Rachael Welch 

Renee Auxier 

Shannon 



A tree once caused our death, but today, a Tree brings us life.  Once deceived by a tree, we have no 
repelled the cunning serpent by a Tree.  What an astonishing transformation!  That death should 
become life, that decay should become immortality, that shame should become glory!  Well might 
the holy apostle exclaim:  “Far be it for me to glory except in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me…and I to the world!” 
 
The supreme wisdom that flowered on the Cross, has shown the folly of worldly wisdom’s pride.  The 
knowledge of all good, which is the fruit of the Cross, has cut away the shoots of wickedness.  The 
wonders accomplished through this Tree were foreshadowed clearly, even by the mere types and fig-
ures that existed in the past.   
 
Meditate on these if you are eager to learn!  Was it not the wood of the tree that enabled Noah, at 
God’s command, to escape the destruction of the flood together with his sons, his wife, his sons’ 
wives, and every kind of animal?  And surely the rod of Moses prefigured the Cross, when it changed 
water into blood, swallowed up the false serpents of Pharoah’s magicians, divided the sea in one 
stroke, and then restored the waters to their normal course, drowning the enemy and saving God’s 
own people? 
 
Aaron’s rod, which blossomed in one day in proof of his true priesthood, was another figure of the 
Cross.  And did not Abraham fore-
shadow the Cross when he bound his 
son Isaac and placed him on a pile of 
wood? 
 
By the Cross, death was slain and Ad-
am was restored to life.  The Cross is 
the glory of all the Apostles, the 
crown of the Martyrs, the sanctifica-
tion of the Saints.  By the Cross, we 
put on Christ and cast aside our for-
mer self, and by the Cross, we sheep 
of Christ have been gathered into one 
flock, destined for the sheepfolds of 
heaven.   
 
Through the prayers of our venerable 
Saint Theodore, O Christ our God, 
have mercy on us and save us! 

“By the Wood of the Cross” Cont. 



Monthly Forecast 
2nd Annual Pet Blessing at Adopt a Pet Fenton: 

On Wednesday, September 5th, we will be gathering 

at Adopt A Pet Fenton (13575 Fenton Rd.  Fenton, MI 

48430) at 6:30 PM for a short prayer service and 

blessing of animals.  All leashed animals are welcome, 

as we ask for the prayers of St. Mammas, patron saint 

of animals! 

Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos: 

 With the beginning of the New Liturgical Year in Sep-

tember, we begin the 12 Great Feasts of the Ortho-

dox Church with the Nativity of the Theotokos on Sat-

urday, September 8th.  Divine Liturgy will be cele-

brated as a Pan-Orthodox Community at St. Nicholas 

Orthodox Church in Burton! 

Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross:  

Our parish community will be hosting the entire Pan 

Orthodox community for the feast of the Exaltation of 

the Cross on Thursday, September 13th at 6:30 PM.  

Please make sure you clear your calendar for this in-

credibly beautiful and important feast day! 

The Konevet’s Choir Returns! 

Making their return this year to the Michigan area, 

we will be once again blessed to host the world re-

nowned Konevet’s choir from St. Petersburg, Russia 

here to St. Mary’s for a special concert on Tuesday, 

September 25th, at 7:00 PM.  This is a free will offer-

ing concert which will go to benefit the Konevets 

Monastery in Russia and the missionary work of the 

choir!   

Mortgage Update: 

The Mortgage Balloon Payment came due in August, 

and the parish council decided to refinance with State 

Bank.  The current balance is $209,300, which means 

that since the Mortgage Initiative began in January of 

2017, we have taken off over $83,700 from the princi-

pal balances of our liabilities!  It is the hope and pray-

er that this will be the last time we have to refinance 

a mortgage when it comes due in 5 years!  

Night Under the Stars:  

Come and join us on Wednesday, September 26th at 

the D Bar A Ranch Observatory in Metamora, for an 

outdoor Evening Compline service, a discussion on 

the cosmos around the campfire, and access to the D 

Bar A Ranch Observatory and telescope to get some 

up close images of Mars, Saturn, Star Clusters, Galax-

ies, and more!  Compline begins just after sunset at 

7:30 PM.  An address can be found in the attached 

flier! 

Metanoia Classes Starting in October!  

Starting October 3rd and running until November 14th, we will be offering the Fall Semester of our Metanoia 

(Orthodoxy 101) Course for seekers, catechumens, and faithful who are interested in learning more about 

the Orthodox Faith.  This semester’s focus is on what the Ancient Christian Church believes about:  Baptism, 

Chrismation, the Holy Eucharist, The Priesthood, Marriage, Unction, and Death.  This course has been ex-

tremely fruitful, and has manifested several wonderful discussions about our faith in Christ, not only from 

Orthodox Christians, but from seekers from various Christian Denominations.  Be sure to join us on Wednes-

day evenings after Compline, starting in October!  



"For I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was a stranger and you took me in, 

I was in prison and you came to me, 

I was sick and you visited me, I 

 was naked and  you clothed me.” 
An inclusive opportunity for community 

outreach led by the faithful. 

In September we will reach out to our local community, in conjunction with Adopt-a-Pet 

Fenton for our second annual Pet Blessing on September , 5th. 

 

Fellowship of St. Photini needs your help to reach those in need in our communities. 

 

Please contact David Schutt, Roland Drummond, Bob Forsyth or Rebekah Humphreys if you 

would like any more information about upcoming projects or would like to donate to the 

works of The Fellowship of St. Photini. 

“And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least 

of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ “ 

OCTOBER: 

Cancer Blankets 

 

DECMEBER: 

Seminarian Gift Cards 

 

ADVENT FAST: 

FOCUS Backpack Feeding 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Fellowship of St. Photini 



PLEASE  DONATE 
 

USED GLASSES, SUNGLASSES, CLIP-ONS 

 

Since March 2000 Optometrist Dr. Bradley Habermehl 

(Recipient of Rotary International Service Above Self Award) 

donates 1 week each year to treat avoidable blind-
ness where eye care is not available.  Dr. Habermehl 
and other volunteers visit a different village in Mexi-

co each year.   

Donated glasses are neutralized, cleaned, disinfected and categorized by 
trained inmates who have passed a national optician exam. 

Why not volunteer in the United States? 

He says his hands are tied as The Food and Drug Administration  

says it is illegal for anyone to dispense used glasses here in this 
country. 

 

! ! ! THANK  YOU ! ! ! 



Our church school year is starting back up again 

Sept. 9th with a blessing of students and a 

quick class following for the kids to “meet” 

their teacher and other kids in the class! We 

have done some rearranging of our volunteers 

so your child may have a new teacher this year! 

  

We have some fun fall activities on the calendar 

for October, so keep an eye out for those an-

nouncements! We are also looking into doing a 

candle fundraiser to help off set some of the 

costs of the church school program and activi-

ties- stay tuned for more info on that!  

 

Thank you to all of our volunteers, we are all 

looking forward to another great year!  

Church School 

Begins 

September 9th 

St. George Pre-School:  As most of you know, St. George, one of our sister parishes in Genesee County, 

started the first local Orthodox Child Care and Pre-School at their Church this past summer.  If you know of 

anyone who either lives or works near Flint, I encourage you to spread the word about this school, which is 

a great opportunity to help kids grow in their faith!  See the attached flier for more details and for contact 

information! 



ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (OCF) is the official campus ministry organization 

of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America. 

Prayers for our college students:  

Greg Auxier 

Nathaniel Auxier 

Katherine Arnes 

David Schutt 

Katherine Schutt 

Oliver Lazar Senter 

Elena Bucciarelli 

Emmanuel Watson 

Zachary Wilkinson 

Douglas Wilkinson 

Laura Khoury 

Flint OCF: 

The month of August was eventuful for the Flint OCF. On the 18th, we volunteered with Carriage Town 

Ministries to help with their “Back to the Books” event for underprivileged children. There were over 

100 kids. The day included a Bible lesson, story time and educational games. Before they left, we hand-

ed out shoes, backpacks and other necessary items to kids and their moms. Then on the 25th, we volun-

teered for Habitat for Humanity. We made 3 dog houses for the Humane Society and hung a huge (very 

heavy) sign on the side of the road. Our next meeting will be the first week of September and we’ll be 

having our 2nd annual OCF bonfire!  

Prayer of a Student 

Christ my Lord, the Giver of light and wisdom, who opened the eyes of the 

blind man and transformed the fishermen into wise heralds and teachers 

of the gospel through the coming of the Holy Spirit, shine also in my mind 

the light of the grace of the Holy Spirit. Grant me discernment, under-

standing and wisdom in learning. Enable me to complete my assignments 

and to abound in every good work, for to You I give honor and glory. 

Amen. 

Prayers Before Study 

Most blessed Lord, send the grace of Your Holy Spirit on me to strengthen 

me that I may learn well the subject I am about to study and by it become 

a better person for Your glory, the comfort of my family and the benefit of 

Your Church and our Nation. Amen  

 

Christ, the true light, who enlightens and sanctifies every person coming 

into the world, let the light of Your countenance shine upon me (us) that I 

(we) may see Your unapproachable light; and guide my (our) steps in the 

way of Your commandments, through the intercessions of Your all-holy 

Mother and of all the Saints. Amen. 

Prayer After Study 

I thank You, Lord our God, that again on this occasion You have opened my 

eyes to the light of Your wisdom. You have gladdened my heart with the 

knowledge of truth. I entreat You, Lord, help me always to do Your will. 

Bless my soul and body, my words and deeds. Enable me to grow in grace, 

virtue and good habits, that Your name may be glorified, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

Reminder Every Sunday there are college group discussion/classes following 

Divine Liturgy. Deacon Michael will be leading the discussion. During this time of 

preparation for the Pascha of our Lord please make every effort to attend.   



Adult Education 



Recommended Reading 

Historical Road of Eastern Orthodoxy 

By: Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann 
 

A stimulating interpretation of the history of Eastern Christi-

anity, this book serves as a general introduction to the Ortho-

dox Church and is widely read by Orthodox and non-Orthodox 

alike. As Schmemann himself said This book is not a scholarly 

investigation into the history of the Orthodox Church nor a 

mere manual. It is a reflection on the long historical pilgrim-

age of Orthodoxy, an attempt to discern in our past that which 

is essential and permanent and that which is secondary, mere 

past. It is my sincere hope that in reading this book Western 

Christians may realize that our past is also their past, or ra-

ther, our common past, that essential 'term of reference' 

without which no mutual understanding is possible. As the 

Eastern isolation of Orthodoxy is coming to an end, as it be-

comes more and more implanted in the West, it becomes ur-

gent that its history be known and understood.  



THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY! 

Coffee Hour Volunteers Parish Greeters Epistle Readers 

September  2nd: 

Bruce Watson & Rebecca Laz-

ar  

September 9th:  

David & Cindy Welch 

September 16th: 

Marisa Bailey 

September 23rd: 

John & Renee Auxier 

September 30th: 

Chris Ballnik 

  

 

September  2nd: 

David & Cindy Welch 

September 9th:  

Scott & Tina Shephard 

September 16th: 

Wes & Donna Nakagiri 

September 23rd: 

Roland & Lori Drummond 

September 30th: 

Pat Smith 

  

 

September  2nd: Sbdn An-

drew Durand & Jenni Otis  

September 9th:  Rdr. Brian 

Walton & Sue Walton 

September 16th: Rdr. Chris 

Ballnic & Sbdn Andrew Du-

rand 

September 23rd: Rdr David 

Schutt & Rdr Brian Walton 

September 30th: Janet Wiese 

& Rdr. Chris Ballnik 

 

  

 Wishing you many blessed years! 

Happy Birthday 

 
 10– Harriet Raphael 

 11– Emma Khoury & Alexandra Cooley 

 13– Margaret Shipley 

 19– Jeremy Becklehamer 

 20– Abigail Arnes & Trisha Shephard 

 27– Tatiana Tyrell 

 29– Jeremy Blohm 

 30– Robyn Ballnik 

Happy Anniversary 

 
 6– Joseph & Jenni Otis 

 6– Fr. Dn Michael & Susan Schlaack 

 14– David & Jaclyn Daugherty 

 25– Bruce Watson & Rebecca Lazar 

 28– John & Pat Matts 














